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Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

   Preparation for Worship
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

N
Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The 
Nursery is located on the mezzanine 
level.  The entrance is at Westminster 
Drive, at the columbarium or near 
the Westminster Weekday School 
offi ces.

W  B
Each Sunday we offer worship 
bags in the atrium for children.  
The worship bags are designed to 
include reusable items that engage 
children in open ended play during 
worship. While children attend 
worship with their families, they can 
participate in worship and play to 
make foundational layers of meaning 
for faith.  Please return the zipper bag 
and its contents each Sunday.  This 
shift to reusable items demonstrates 
how we value hospitality and care for 
creation.

C   W
Looking for ways to be involved? 
Please complete a Connection Card 
from the Ritual of Friendship pad 
and place it in the offering plate to 
express interest or sign up for an 
opportunity.

W   WPC!
Please fi ll out a name tag and fi nd 
more information about WPC at the 
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First 
time visitors are also invited to take 
home a WPC mug.

Worship Notes We Remember in Prayer

Mara Meehan on the death of her 
mother, Pam Capraruolo, in Ohio - 
1/28/2023.

 Welcome and Announcements
   Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

    People:  And also with you.

Prelude                              "Comfort" from Suite for a Pandemic                      Monsell
 Choral Introit 11:15a                    While We Are Waiting, Come                               Cason

* Call to Worship                                                                         Matthew 6:25, 27, 33

     Leader:   Do not worry about your life, 
            what you will eat or what you will drink,
            or about your body, what you will wear. 
     People:  Is not life more than food,
            and the body more than clothing?
     Leader:   Can any of us by worrying add a single hour to our span of life? 
     People:  Let us strive fi rst for the kingdom of God
            and God's righteousness,
            and all these things will be given as well.
     All:    Let us worship God!

* Hymn #1     Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty                           

* Prayer of Confession
    Almighty and everlasting God,
     we have put our sights on trivial and tedious aims.
    We pour energy into building bigger houses.
    We pour money into making more money.
    We pour time into becoming more effi  cient with our time.  
    We pour love into entertainments that feed the ego
     but not the soul.
    Forgive our foolish ways, O Lord,
     and lead us back to your eternal wisdom.
    Grant us the courage to care for all neighbors,
     no matter the cost to us.
    Grant us the strength to love particular neighbors,
     no matter the diffi  culty for us.
    Grant us the hope that Christ came to reveal,
     so that our lives would not revolve around us.
    In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri #581                                                                                                       
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

* Anthem 11:15a                                Amazing Day                                        Thompson
11:15a  Children in K5 - fi rst grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Responding to God’s Word
  * Affi rmation of Faith                                                             The Apostles' Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
         and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
         who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
         born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
         was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
         the third day he rose again from the dead;
         he ascended into heaven,
         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
         from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Ghost;
         the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
         the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
         and the life everlasting.  Amen.

       Choral Call to Prayer 11:15a                Hear My Prayer, O God                                    Daw, Jr.

       Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

 The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
     and the glory, forever.  Amen.

  Offering                                                                   

             Anthem 9a                         Think on These Things                         Patterson
          Anthem 11:15a                        For Everyone Born                              Trenney 

        *  Doxology #606                                                                     
              Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
             all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly 
             host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

            * Prayer of Dedication

  Recognition of New Members 11:15a

* Hymn #761      Called as Partners in Christ's Service
* Charge and Benediction

  * Choral Response 11:15a                             Amen                                                Keen   
  * Postlude                             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                            Manz

*All who are able may stand

Hearing God’s Word
 Prayer for Illumination

  Old Testament Lesson, Deuteronomy 7:6-8                                                    p. 144
    Epistle Lesson, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 p. 944

   Leader:     The Word of the Lord.
   People:   Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          “In the End is Our Beginning"

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching
Leigh Stuckey, liturgist
Melissa Threatt (9a), Greta Cleveland (11:15a), lay readers
Todd Monsell, organist and pianist
Christopher Hutton, cellist
The Chancel Choir (9a)
The Sanctuary Choir, Junior & Senior Choristers (11:15a)
Katie Knauer (11:15a), Junior Choristers Director
Hunter Smith (11:15a), Senior Choristers Interim Director
Martha Gower (11:15a), Choristers Accompanist
Jacob Barker (9a), Jeff Reynolds (11:15a), head ushers
Lesley Usher, Bill Holt, Ginny Reed,
Jordan Smith, Tom Vanderbloemen (9a), greeters
Jacob Barker, Marian Carpenter, Lindsey Donlan,
Carroll Farmer, Zach Freeman (11:15a), greeters
Gretchen Cleveland, Mary Eliza Duncan (11:15a), acolytes

F  S   M

Music is an important way to 
communicate with young children 
even before they are able to sing 
along. First Steps in Music is an 
opportunity at Westminster that 
provides important time for parents 
or grandparents to enjoy music with 
their child/grandchild. Led by WPC 
member Diana Dailey, the First Steps 
classes teach simple songs, games, 
and prayers for 2- and 3-year olds 
and adults to experience together. 
The next class will be offered from 
4:30 - 5:00 p.m. on Sundays, February 
5-March 12. For more information, 
contact Interim Music Director 
Rosemary Hughes or contact the 
church offi ce.

“It is those we live with and love and should know who elude us…
but you can love completely without complete understanding.”

Norman Maclean

I   J
W ?

Visitors interested in learning more 
about Westminster and joining the 
church are invited to attend our New 
Member Class from 9-10:30a this 
Sunday, February 5. Those who attend 
the class are invited to become 
members and be introduced during 
the 11:15a worship service that same 
day or on a future new member 
Sunday. Childcare is available. Please 
contact Julia Watkins (jwatkins@wpc-
online.org) at 232-2424 to learn more 
and RSVP.

Membership@WPC
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 5 - 12, 2023

Sunday, February 5
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
      9:00a Worship Service
     New Member Class
     10:00 Adult Sunday School
     Confi rmation Class
     10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
     11:15 Worship Service
       2:00p Elder Training Class (2 of 3)
       4:30 First Steps Music Class
       5:00 Middler Youth Group
      5:15 Senior High Choir Rehearsal
       6:00 Youth Dinner
      6:30 Middler Choir Rehearsal
     Senior High Youth Group

Monday, February 6
       8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, February 7
     12:00p Al-Anon
     Administrative Committee
        Meeting
       7:00 Westminster Book Club

Wednesday, February 8
       9:30a Circle 6
        2:30p It’s Elementary
       3:30 Cherub Choir
      4:30 Junior & Senior Choristers
      7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 9
         9:30a Weekday Chapel
     10:00 Thursday Bible Study
    12:00p Finance Committee Meeting
       8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, February 10
         8:30a Hiking Group

Saturday, February 11
US-Mexico Border Trip

Sunday, February 12
Youth Sunday
US-Mexico Border Trip
      9:00a Worship Service
     Children's Ministry Meeting
     Witness & Service Committee
         Meeting
     10:00 Adult Sunday School
     10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
     11:15 Worship Service
     12:45p Connections Group
       4:30 First Steps Music Class
       5:00 Women of Westminster
        Board Meeting
     Youth Open Gym

Church Staff

Ben Dorr 
Pastor & Head of Staff

bdorr@wpc-online.org

Leigh Stuckey
Executive Associate Pastor 
lstuckey@wpc-online.org

Mary Kathleen Duncan
Associate Pastor

mkduncan@wpc-online.org

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor

lslingerland@wpc-online.org

Julia Watkins
Associate Pastor

jwatkins@wpc-online.org

Terri Price 
Parish Associate

tprice@wpc-online.org

Rosemary Hughes
Interim Director of Music

rhughes@wpc-online.org

Kathryn Knauer 
Children’s Choir Coordinator 
kknauer@wpc-online.org

Todd Monsell
Organist

tmonsell@wpc-online.org

Cara Puntch 
Weekday School Director 

cpuntch@wpc-online.org

Michelle Patterson
Financial Secretary

mpatterson@wpc-online.org

Michelle Little
Offi ce Manager

michelle@wpc-online.org

Wendy Bagley
Secretary

wendy@wpc-online.org

Aly Friend 
Director of Nurseries

alyfriend@wpc-online.org

Steve Phillips 
Building Supervisor

sphillips@wpc-online.org

Opportunities@WPC

W C

You’re invited to participate in 
WestConnect, a ministry of small 
groups that share life, pray, and study 
together. The next 6-week season 
launches in late February, just in time 
for the season of Lent. Complete the 
interest form on WPC’s website to 
get involved.

O  N

Interested in learning more 
about Westminster’s ministries 
of witness and service? Sign up 
for Outreach@WPC and receive 
bi-weekly updates in your email 
inbox. Sign up on WPC’s website or 
contact Wendy Bagley.

P  C  J  C  

Did you miss the chance to buy 
coffee at the Alternative Gift 
Market? A limited quantity is still 
available to purchase and pick 
up from WPC’s front offi ce for $6/
bag (https://wpc-online.org/just-
coffee/).

B  C

The WPC Book Club will meet 
Tuesday, February 7, at 7p in the 
church library.  Mary Martha Smoak 
will lead the discussion of Lands 
of Lost Borders:  Out of Bounds on 
the Silk Road by Kate Harris.  This 
narrative of the author's bicycle 
journey has been described as 
"exuberant and meditative, wry 
and rapturous."   All are welcome 
to join. 

H  G

The Hiking Group will meet again on 
Friday, February 10, to hike the Green 
River Cove Trail.  Contact Group 
Leader: Durden Collins (durden.
collins@gmail.com) for more 
information.

C  L  G

The Connections Lunch Group 
will meet at Roost (200 N Main, 
Hyatt Hotel) on Sunday, February 
12 at 12:45p. Please make 
reservations with Ruth Johnston 
at ruthjohnst51@gmail.com by 
Friday, February 10. Newcomers 
are always welcome!

T  R  G

The Theology Reading Group will 
meet Monday, February 20, at 
7p in the Charter Room.  Dianne 
Scherer will lead the discussion of 
a novel, Peace Like a River by Leif 
Enger.  Read the book and join us 
for an interesting and informative 
evening.  All are welcome.

From the Pews, Bryan Atkins

2 Corinthians 13:11-13

As a child growing up in the country, I have always had love, faith, and God 
in my life.  These teachings were instilled in me by my wonderful family.  I’m not 
going to say I always loved going to church as a child, as my parents can testify.  
They might have even had to bribe me at times, but hey, the doughnuts after 
service on Sundays really did help.

As a young child I had a favorite toy that I loved. I wouldn’t go anywhere 
without my favorite stuff ed monkey animal, “Curious George.” It was so bad that 
when I misplaced George, my parents would have plenty of backups on hand and 
mysteriously always fi nd him when hours of crying and searching seemed to fail.

The point is - I loved George. It might not be the kind of love I have today 
as a man, but that love is still there. In part, the 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 passage 
resonated with me as meaning that true love never fades away, and we should 
grow up with our love for serving Christ. 

I have grown into the man I am today from the love of God and the Holy 
Spirit.  Love has evolved into a deeper connection that I share with God and is 
never lost.  Love has no limits and bounds. We are truly here to feel this love and 
experience the ups and downs with one another. Love truly resonates within us 
all as one of the greatest gifts from God.  As we grow older, the money, the cars, 
and all material possessions eventually fade away, but love is here to stay.  

Growing up and maturing to serve God is our life mission whether it may 
be helping those less fortunate than ourselves, simply holding the door for 
someone, or maybe expressing kindness to someone when it may be so easy for 
us to express anger instead.   God expects us to grow up and mature in serving 
Him with our love as we have our time here on earth to ready ourselves to spend 
eternity with Him.   True love can never be denied or mistaken as something we 
can feel from the Holy Spirit.  With open hearts and open minds, we can all show 
“Jesus’s kind of love” for one another every day.

As I sit before God today, I truly love being a part of Westminster Church.  
Let’s all show mature love for one another and help ourselves get ready to spend 
eternal life with Him in heaven.  Let’s all help God spread his greatest gift to 
others.  In the meantime, if anyone out there does happen to fi nd my Curious 
George again just tell him, “I love him.”  Cheers.

Our Vision:
Open Minds Open Hearts

Our Pillars:

Hospitality
Generosity

Justice
Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:

Connect
Serve
Grow

C  M
Wednesday, February 8
• Circle 6, at the home of Liz 

Einstein at 9:30a. Sherry Tate 
(sherrytate63@gmail.com) and 
Liz Einstein (liz.ard.einstein@
gmail.com) co-chairs.

C  R  P

In 2023, we will return to Atlanta, 
Montgomery, Selma, and Birmingham. 
More details will come in the next 
month. Feel free to contact Leigh 
Stuckey (lstuckey@wpc-online.org) or 
Julia Watkins (jwatkins@wpc-online.
org) with questions.
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Children Sunday School Class Locations
Children ages 3K- 5th grade meet on the 100 hall to explore the stories 
of God’s faithfulness using the PCUSA curriculum, Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude. Come and see how children build relationships and grow in 
faith during the Sunday School hour. Families lead the lessons and are 
encouraged in their faith also. For more information about Sunday School, 
speak with Parks Workman or Lauren Slingerland.

Children - Growing in Grace & Gratitude
3K/4K (Room 102)
5K/1st (Room 109)

2nd/3rd (Movie Room)
4th/5th (Room 112)

Youth Sunday School Class Locations
Youth - Feasting on the Word

Middlers (Youth Suite)
Senior Highs (Game Room of Youth Suite)

Westminster Academy
Adult Sunday School (February 5- March 5, 2023)

Religion & Racial Justice: What role can religion play in racial justice?
Claire Gilliland – Room 212

Join us for a 4 week discussion on how religious beliefs and organizations can 
contribute to racial justice. Across our sessions, we will explore the Biblical 
motivations for pursuing racial justice, the empirical reality of racial inequality 
in the U.S., and the ways religious groups both positively and negatively 
contribute to racial justice in both their words and their actions. Designed to 
be an interactive course with both lecture and discussions, we will approach 
these big questions with a sense of curiosity and care. 

Claire Gilliland is a Sociology professor at Furman University, where she 
researches how religious organizations both fi ght against inequality and 
sometimes make it worse. She completed her PhD from UNC-Chapel Hill 
in May 2021, and her dissertation focused on how clergy talk about social 
issues from the pulpit. She grew up Presbyterian and joined Westminster in 
2021 with her husband. At WPC, she serves as a youth group advisor, on the 
Creation Stewardship Committee, and on the Heritage Lecture Committee.

Joy in Chains:
A Chapter-by-Chapter Study of Paul's Letter to the Philippians
Leigh Stuckey – Room 209

Press on toward the goal! Rejoice in the Lord always! Do not be anxious! 
Count all gains as loss! Accomplish all things through Christ! Paul’s letter to 
the church in Philippi has been extracted for short bursts of biblical wisdom, 
but its richness lies in a developed understanding of its context, content, and 
core proclamation. Join us for this four week study of Philippians, one of Paul’s 
most theologically rich letters written while he was a guest of the Roman 
magistrates and (literally) in chains. The letter is a thoroughgoing defense of 
Christian unity and is suffused with joy despite Paul’s situation. It tells us not 
only who Christ is, but who we are called to be in light of that revelation. This 
course will attend to the letter chapter-by-chapter in brief lectures.
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Canned Vegetables
 Peas
 Corn
 Carrots
 Beans
 Soups
 Baked beans 
Canned Meats
 Chicken
 Tuna
 Salmon
 Beef Stew
 Ravioli
Pasta and Grains
 Macaroni + Cheese 
 Minute Rice
 Pasta noodles
Spaghetti Sauce
Breakfast items
 Cereal
 Quick oatmeal
 Cereal bars
Shelf-stable milk
Single serving fruit juices
Canned fruits
Peanut Butter
Crackers

S  B   C
D  N

Youth Sunday and Souper Bowl Sunday will both be held on 2/12/23. 
The Westminster Youth invite you to bring loose bills to drop into empty 
soup pots on the way out of worship. We also invite you to bring any of 
the items below to the atrium before or after either worship service that 
day. Youth Groups have been participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring 
since 1990 and we are proud to continue the tradition. Donations this 
year will benefi t United Ministries.  

H  K

Items needed:
 Toothbrush
 Travel size toothpaste
 Small bar of soap
 Washcloth or personal wipes
 Hand sanitizer
 Travel size deodorant
 Travel size foot powder
 Comb
 Travel size shampoo

W ’  P  P s

Items needed:
 Sanitary pads
 Panty liners
 Tampons
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