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Third Sunday of Easter
Preparation for Worship

With Thanksgiving We Celebrate
Bʋʔʖʊ

The birth of a son, Charles Ware Smith, 
to Will & Krista Smith, on Tuesday, April 
7, 2026.

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
 Welcome and Announcements
     Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
     People:  And also with you.
     Leader: Christ is risen!
     People: He is risen indeed!

 Prelude                            O God, Our Help in Ages Past                           arr. Monsell

*  Call to Worship                                                                                      Romans 6:9-11  
     Leader:   We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
            will never die again.
     People:  Death no longer has dominion over him.
     Leader:   The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;
            but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
     People:  So we also must consider ourselves dead to sin
            and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
     All:     Let us worship God!

* Hymn 233                           "The Day of Resurrection!" 

* Prayer of Confession
    Lord of life, throughout the fi fty days of Easter, 
     we proclaim the marvelous mystery of your Son’s death
     and resurrection.
    Yet we have turned that mystery into something we manage, 
     maintain, and control.
    You have called us to be children of the resurrection,
     but we would rather be consumers,
     working hard for our own comfort.
    We have set our sights on small wishes, 
     and have become satisfi ed with the status quo.
    Forgive us, Holy One, and let your grace wash over us.
    Grant us new minds to love our neighbor, 
     new hearts to welcome the stranger,
     and renewed courage to refl ect your Easter light to the world.
    In the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, we pray.  Amen.
* Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581                                                                               
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen, Amen.

11:15a  Children in K5 - fi rst grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Hearing God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination
  First Scripture Lesson, Jeremiah 29:4-7, 10-11                                                    p. 639
  Second Scripture Lesson, Luke 24:13-35                                                         p. 860

Leader:     The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

  Sermon                                    "But We Had Hoped"

   * Affi rmation of Faith                                                            The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
         and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
         who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
         born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
         was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
         the third day he rose again from the dead;
         he ascended into heaven,
         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
         from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Ghost;
         the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
         the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
         and the life everlasting.  Amen.

       Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

 The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   
   Amen.

   Offering                                                                   

      Offertory                                 Salvation is Created                                Tchesnokov

  *   Doxology Hymn 606                                                                         
      Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
        all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
      Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

       *   Prayer of Dedication

  Recognition of New Members 11:15a 

   *  Hymn 239      "Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!"     

   * Charge and Benediction

 *  Postlude                                             Fanfare Mathias

*All who are able may stand

Responding to God’s Word

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching
Lauren Slingerland, liturgist
Trey Morrow (11:15a), sponsor
David Golladay (9a), Sam Inman (11:15a), scripture readers
Jackson Collins, Alexander Hamilton, Rosemary Hughes, 
Kathi Hurst, John Levantino, Wyatt Pittman (9a), choral ensemble
The Sanctuary Choir (11:15a)
Aaron Cizon (9a), Elizabeth Palmer (11:15a), head ushers
Judy O'Neal, Mason Donlan, Trey Morrow, 
Amanda Warren, Sam White (9a), greeters
Jason Farmer, Mary Gentry, Ragan Kirven, 
Tim Reed, Jennifer Shurley (11:15a), greeters 
David Heegard (11:15a), acolytes

Nʗʔʕʇʔʛ
Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The 
Nursery is located on the mezzanine 
level.  The entrance is at Westminster 
Drive, at the columbarium or near the 
Westminster Weekday School offi ces. 
The Family Lounge, located down 
the stairs from the front offi ce and 
straight down the hallway on the right, 
is available for any child caregiver 
and includes worship livestream, 
comfortable seating, and a changing 
table.
Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ Bʃʉʕ
Each Sunday we offer worship 
bags in the Atrium for children.  The 
worship bags are designed to include 
reusable items that engage children 
in open ended play during worship. 
While children attend worship with 
their families, they can participate in 
worship and play to make meaning 
in faith.  Please return the zipper bag 
and its contents each Sunday.
Wʇʎʅʑʏʇ ʖʑ WPC!
Please fi ll out a name tag and fi nd 
more information about WPC at the 
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First 
time visitors are also invited to take 
home a WPC mug.
Cʑʐʐʇʅʖ ʙʋʖʊ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ
Looking for ways to be involved? 
Please complete a Connection Card 
from the Ritual of Friendship pad and 
place it in the offering plate to express 
interest or sign up for an opportunity.
Cʊʑʔʃʎ ʃʐʆ Vʑʅʃʎ Tʇʚʖʕ
Choral and vocal texts for worship 
services may be found via the 
Harbinger Hub QR code.

WORSHIP NOTES

Sʃʄʄʃʖʋʅʃʎ ʈʑʔ Lʃʗʔʇʐ Sʎʋʐʉʇʔʎʃʐʆ

Associate Pastor for Children, Lauren 
Slingerland, will be on Sabbatical 
May 4-July 27. Sabbatical enables 
pastors to be renewed through the 
vital pursuit of continuing education, 
extended time spent in spiritual 
formation, and fresh mentoring by 
respected teachers. Lauren plans 
to connect with infl uential mentors, 
family, and nature during her 
sabbatical and she looks forward to 
returning with renewed energy and 
enthusiasm.

Rescheduled
HERITAGE LECTURE 
Dr. Yolanda Pierce
Sunday, August 9

Education Lecture at 9a.
Preaching Hour 10a

“The claim advanced in Christianity is…that Jesus of Nazareth ushers in not 
simply a new ethic or new way of salvation, but a new creation…We could cope–
the world could cope–with a Jesus who remains a wonderful idea inside his 
disciples’ minds and hearts. The world cannot cope with a Jesus who comes out 
of the tomb, who inaugurates God’s new creation right in the middle of the old 
one.”

N.T. Wright

The Cherub and Chorister choirs will 
present It’s Good: A Musical About the 
Creation this Sunday, April 19, at 3p 
in the Fellowship Hall. All are invited 
to be present in support of WPC’s 
youngest singers!  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 19-26, 2026

Sunday, April 19
Third Sunday of Easter
      9:00 Worship Service
     New Member Class
   10:00 Sunday School
    10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
    11:15 Worship Service
   12:15p New Member Reception
   12:30 Baptism Class
    12:45 Connections Group
      3:00 Chorister Spring Program
      5:00 Youth Choir Rehearsals

NO WPCYG DINNER/MEETINGS

Monday, April 20
     10:00a Staff  Meeting
       4:30p Game Group
     7:00 Theology Reading/Creation
        Stewardship Groups joint meeting
      8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, April 21
     12:00p Al-Anon
     7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, April 22
     9:30a Weekday Chapel 
       2:30p It's Elementary
     4:00 8th Grade Bible Study
     4:30 Junior & Senior Choristers
      7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, April 23
    10:00a Bible Study
     5:00 Soteria Re-Entry Simulation Event
      8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, April 24
Hiking Group
Men of Westminster Retreat
      4:00p Weekday School Spring Carnival

Saturday, April 25
Men of Westminster Retreat

Sunday, April 26
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Men of Westminster Retreat
      8:15a Chancel Choir Rehearsal
      9:00 Worship Service
     9:45 Sunday School Volunteers Mobile 

Coff ee Event
   10:00 Sunday School
     Confi rmation Class Make Up Date
    10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
    11:15 Worship Service
   12:30p Women of Westminster Spring
        Luncheon
      5:00 Youth Choir Rehearsals
     6:00 Youth Dinner
     6:30 Middlers Youth Group
     Senior High Youth Group

Church Staff

Ben Dorr 
Pastor & Head of Staff

Leigh Stuckey
Executive Associate Pastor

Mary Kathleen Duncan
Associate Pastor

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor

Nick Carson
Associate Pastor

Terri Price 
Parish Associate

Marlon Hurst
Director of Music

Todd Monsell
Organist

Cara Puntch 
Weekday School Director 

Laura Williams Sanders
Business Administrator

Lynn Bennett
Financial Manager

Michelle Little
Offi ce Manager

Wendy Bagley
Secretary

Aly Friend 
Director of Nurseries

Steve Phillips 
Building Supervisor
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From the Pews, Rob Morgan

Gʋʘʋʐʉ ʖʑ WPC
Did you know that you can fulfi ll your 
pledge or give an unpledged gift to 
Westminster online? Your gift helps 
our church keep faith with community 
partners and maintain excellence 
in our programming. To learn more 
about online giving, or to make a gift, 
follow the prompts by using the new 
Harbinger Hub QR code.

Wʑʏʇʐ ʑʈ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ
Aʐʐʗʃʎ Sʒʔʋʐʉ Gʃʖʊʇʔʋʐʉ 
Lʗʐʅʊʇʑʐ
Ladies of Westminster are invited 
to our Annual Spring Gathering 
on Sunday, April 26, at 12:15p in the 
Fellowship Hall.  We will honor our 
new Honorary Life Members for 2026 
and our guest speaker will be Leda 
Young, Executive Director of Pleasant 
Valley Connection.  The menu will 
be Southern Style chicken salad, 
croissant, Greek Orzo pasta salad with 
feta cheese, tomato, cucumber, and 
dessert for $15.  Signups are located in 
the Harbinger Hub QR code.

Cʔʇʃʖʋʑʐ Sʖʇʙʃʔʆʕʊʋʒ Gʔʑʗʒ ʃʐʆ 
Tʊʇʑʎʑʉʛ Rʇʃʆʋʐʉ Gʔʑʗʒ 
The Creation Stewardship Group 
and the Theology Reading Group 
will meet jointly in the Charter Room 
on Monday, April 20 at 7p.m.  Bill 
Holt will lead the discussion of We 
Will Be Jaguars: A Memoir of My 
People, by Nemonte Nenquimo and 
Mitch Anderson.  "From a fearless, 
internationally acclaimed activist 
comes an impassioned memoir 
about an Indigenous childhood, a 
clash of cultures, and the fi ght to 
protect the Amazon rainforest." (from 
Publisher's description)  Read the 
book and join us for an interesting 
and informative evening.  All are  
welcome. Hʃʔʄʋʐʉʇʔ Hʗʄ:

Aʎʎ ʖʊʇ ʎʋʐʍʕ ʈʔʑʏ ʖʑʆʃʛ’ʕ 
Hʃʔʄʋʐʉʇʔ ʋʐ ʑʐʇ ʒʎʃʅʇ.

Scan the QR code to explore 
and engage with this week’s 
bulletin. You’ll fi nd links 
to events, registrations, 
ministries, and opportunities 
to grow and connect within 
Westminster.

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice
Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect

Serve
Grow

“Do we have any ranch dressing?” I ask, peering inside the refrigerator.
“Yes.” 

 “I don’t see it.” 
 “Look inside the door on the left with the salad dressings.”
 “I still don’t see it.”
 A hand moves past my head, reaching between two bottles to pull out the 

ranch dressing.
“Here,” as I detect the faintest hint of a sigh in my wife’s voice.

I’m sure this scenario never plays out in your household, does it?  Perhaps I 
was distracted, focused more on the sights and smells of the delicious dinner that 
awaited than the salad dressing itself.  Some might say I wasn’t giving it much 
eff ort from the outset, hoping my wife would simply make it appear.  Have you 
ever been accused of not seeing what was staring you in the face the entire time?

The Road to Emmaus isn’t exactly a Biblical allegory of an absentminded 
search for kitchen condiments.  But I suspect we can all relate to the predicament 
faced by Cleopas and his friend that day.  They were distraught.  Their savior - 
our savior - had been crucifi ed.  His body was missing.  Deep in conversation, we 
can envision these two men attempting to make sense of what appeared to be a 
calamitous series of events that had just unfolded in Jerusalem.

Fast forward two thousand years and let’s place ourselves on the proverbial 
Road to Emmaus.  The daily grind is distracting enough, isn't it?  Children’s 
school activities and sporting events fi ll the calendar.  Some of us are looking 
for a job.  Some of us hope to keep a job.  Others wonder what lies ahead in the 
retirement years.  We face fi nancial challenges.  We encounter health setbacks.  
There are weddings.  And funerals.  How easy it is to fi ll a list of the things that 
occupy our minds both day and night.

And yet…how often do we think about the crucifi xion and celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior?  Does your daily Road include a conversation 
with Jesus?  He is there, ready to engage in our lives.  All we need to do is open 
our eyes and feel the burning in our hearts.  Admittedly, it isn’t always easy, as 
Cleopas and his friend make clear in this passage.  

Look a little harder between those salad dressing bottles the next time.  Listen 
to his voice speaking to you along the Road.  May we all appreciate the blessings 
of salvation that have been staring us in the face since the day that Jesus gave his 
life for our sins.

Lʋʉʊʖʎʛ Sʇʃʕʑʐʇʆ
Lightly Seasoned is a Westminster 
fellowship group for those in (or near) 
their fi fties and sixties. We will next 
meet on Saturday, May 2, at 6:30p 
at the home of Doug & Pam Evans 
(315 W Faris Rd). Watch your email 
for more information or check the 
church's website ("Connect", "Events 
Registration" tabs) or contact Susan 
Grier (susan@grierfamily.org) for 
details. We hope to see you there!
Sʒʔʋʐʉ BBQ Lʗʐʅʊʇʑʐ
On Sunday, May 17, everyone is invited 
to enjoy good food and fellowship 
at the spring all-church luncheon. 
Henry’s BBQ and sides will be served 
in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
following 10a worship. $13/adult; $9/
child; $45/family max. Reserve your 
place by using the Harbinger Hub QR 
code.

THE SESSION

The Class of 2027
Ben Dillard                            Creighton Likes           
Will Edwards                              Carrie Marguet
Mary Mac Fairey                               Trey Morrow
Kathryn Freedman                           Judy O'Neal
Mary Gentry                         Mandy Pruitt
Claire Gilliland                                   Sam White, Jr
George Howell

The Class of 2028
Bill Ballinger                                      Mike Peters
Denise Broderick                                    Tim Reed
Coleman Dixon                         Stephen Ridgeway
Mason Donlan                                   Tony Threatt
Pam Evans                                         Amanda Warren
Blake Hoff man                            Tiff any Williams
Nancy Johnson                                                  

The Class of 2029
Christopher Carsten               Jennifer McDavid
Brooke Culclasure                               Josh Riley
Trey DuBose                                 Jennifer Shurley
Jason Farmer                                   Clay Smoak
Nancy Giguere                                  Whit Walker
Ragan Kirven                                     Josie Williams
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Vacation Bible School 2026 - Registration is Open!
Registration is now open for this year's Vacation Bible School! Join us June 8-12, 
2026, from 9am-12pm for Compassion Camp: What Every Living Thing Needs, 
a week centered on Psalm 104. Throughout the week, children will explore what 
all living things need to live - shelter, food, water, air, and community - and 
learn how God calls us to show compassion to one another and care for the 
living earth. Vacation Bible School is open to children who will be grades K5-
5th during the 2026-27 school year. Each day will include Bible stories, crafts, 
music, and hands-on activities that help kids grow in faith while learning to 
care for God's creation. Register today on the Harbinger Hub to reserve your 
child's spot. We look forward to a wonderful week together!
Volunteers are still needed! Whether you can serve all week or just a few days, 
your time and gifts will make a lasting impact on our children. Simply fi ll out the 
volunteer interest form located in the Harbinger Hub QR code, and someone 
from the Children's Ministry will be in touch.

Adult Sunday School
Jesus' Final Days and His First:
Holy Week and the Days after the Resurrection
Led by Leigh Stuckey
Room 209 and Streaming

In preparation for the Easter Season, this lecture-style class will embark on 
a study of various events leading up to Jesus’ crucifi xion and following his 
resurrection. Texts include the death of Lazarus, the triumphal entries, Jesus’ 
anointing and Judas’s betrayal, the preaching women at the tomb, “doubting” 
Thomas, and the day at the seashore.

Discussion Sunday School Class: 
Led by Kathleen Reynolds - 4/19
Room 211

Join us each week for a discussion-based Sunday School class to dive into a 
weekly topic and scripture passage. All are welcome to join us on a journey 
of faith and fellowship - come every week or come when you can. Topics 
change every week, and the class is facilitated by rotating members. Past 
topics include online infl uencers, the rise of AI, the disappearance of Nancy 
Guthrie and the Buddhist walk for peace.

Join Us for a Creation Care Service on The Lawn

Join us for a peaceful, early-morning Creation Care service as we gather in 
worship and refl ection surrounded by God’s creation. This lay-led, interfaith 
service is a collaborative effort among Greenville faith communities, bringing 
together voices across traditions in shared care for the Earth.

Theme: Walking Gently on the Earth
When: Sunday, April 26, 2026

8:00–8:30 AM
Where: The Lawn at 

Fourth Presbyterian Church
703 E Washington St, 29601

 (green space adjacent to the church campus)

This outdoor service will include scripture readings, prayer, refl ection, and 
music, offering a meaningful and grounding start to your day. The service will 
be standing, though attendees are welcome to bring a folding chair if desired. 
A wheelchair-accessible route is available.  Following the service, all are invited 
to remain for a brief time of fellowship with coffee and light refreshments.  To 
RSVP, email gayesprague@cs.com.  
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Spring at Westminster

May 3:  Worship & Music Sunday

two services,

Music Sunday celebrated at 11:15a, 

reception at 10a

May 10:  Confi rmation Sunday

two services, 

2026 Confi rmands celebrated at 11:15a,

reception at 10a

May 17:  Worship & Birthday BBQ

one service at 10a with Lud Weaver preaching

followed by a bbq luncheon

celebrating WPC's 79th birthday

and honoring Lud, our Pastor Emeritus

May 24 & 31:  Worship at 10a followed by donuts

mark your calendars,

donuts are back for the summer!

June 7:  Worship at 10a

Low Country Boil from 5-7p

at Double Stamp Brewery
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followed by a bbq luncheon

celebrating WPC's 79th birthday

and honoring Lud, our Pastor Emeritus

May 24 & 31:  Worship at 10a followed by donuts

mark your calendars,

donuts are back for the summer!

June 7:  Worship at 10a

Low Country Boil from 5-7p

at Double Stamp Brewery
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

233 The Day of Resurrection!
I ^IjJ ^JU ^l^jjlj

1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heavens be joy - ful; let earth its song be - gin;

^- 2_*_

B

^;
~Q

^-^

the Pass - o - ver of glad - ness, the Pass - o - ver of God.
the Lord in rays e - ter - nal of res - ur - rec - tion light,
the round world keep high ta-i - umph and all that is there - in.

a
^- 91

W-'

I i ^ ^^ ^=^f ^
From death to life e - ter - nal, from sin's do-min-ion free,
and lis-tening to his ac - cents, may hear, so calm and plain,
Let all things seen and un - seen their notes of glad-ness blend,

a
^

^t^
^

our Christ has brought us o - ver with hymns of vie - to - ry.
his own "All hail!" and hear - ing, may raise the vie - tor strain.
for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end.

^'^iifif rr^ir fpip p^if-11
The roots of this English text come from a mid-Sth century Greek hymn that continues to be used in
Orthodox churches at the midnight Eucharist marking the beginning of Easter. The tune is named for the
county in northwestern England where the composer was then an organist.

TEXT: John of Damascus, 8th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1862, alt. LANCASHIRE
MUSIC: Henry Thomas Smart, c. 1835 7.6.7.6.D

(this tune in a lower key, 269)



JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

b
^ I-<(

^T ^ . Jl-e- -^ Lff r-r -00-

^

Son; end - less is the vie - tory thou o'er death hast won.

« J
I

e

^r ^ ir ^r p^s

Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! 239

^ J ^J ^J .1j a*

^
TT~

1 Good Chris-tians all, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is risen to - day! Death's might - y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vie - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, 0 ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with

1&'^^ |»- ^-
^

^ LI j 1^ ^Ul3T^ r
of our
rolled a
can - not

one ac

King! To all the
way. Let all the
die, and sing with
cord the life laid

r-r
world glad news we bring:
earth re - joice and say:
hearts up - lift - ed high:
down, the life re - stored:

•^
^̂

^- 3*

JJJl^UJdl^JljjjljJI
Al -Ie - lu - ia! Al -Ie - lu - ia! Al-le- lu - ia!

^y r r i i;7i ij 11 ii 11^

This 20th-century Easter text is both a song of encouragement (stanzas 1-3 directed to the congregation) and
a song of praise (stanza 4 addressed to the risen Christ), all ending with joyous alleluias. It was written
specifically for the dancelike 17th-century tune found here.

TEXT: Cyril A. Alington, 1931, alt. CELOBTSEI GOTT
MUSIC: MelchiorVulpius, 1609; harm. Pilgrim Hymnal, 1958 8.8.8 with alleluias
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
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