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In Memoriam
Marylyn Waters
(7/28/1931 - 8/8/2025)

“I am the resurrection and the life."
                                    - John 11:25

Sunday, August 17,  2025 |On Demand on YouTube|10a

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Preparation for Worship

Texts for vocal solos and 
choral music may be found 
online by scanning this QR 
code.

Nʗʔʕʇʔʛ
Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The 
Nursery is located on the mezzanine 
level.  The entrance is at Westminster 
Drive, at the columbarium or near the 
Westminster Weekday School offi ces. 
The Family Lounge, located down 
the stairs from the front offi ce and 
straight down the hallway on the right, 
is available for any child caregiver 
and includes worship livestream, 
comfortable seating, and a changing 
table.

Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ Bʃʉʕ
Each Sunday we offer worship 
bags in the Atrium for children.  The 
worship bags are designed to include 
reusable items that engage children 
in open ended play during worship. 
While children attend worship with 
their families, they can participate in 
worship and play to make meaning 
in faith.  Please return the zipper bag 
and its contents each Sunday.

Wʇʎʅʑʏʇ ʖʑ WPC!
Please fi ll out a name tag and fi nd 
more information about WPC at the 
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First 
time visitors are also invited to take 
home a WPC mug.

WORSHIP NOTES

Leading Worship this Morning

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Ben Dorr, preaching
Leigh Stuckey, liturgist
Elizabeth Timmons, sponsor
Deb Wiswell, scripture reader
Summer Choir
Rosemary Hughes, fl ute
Bill Young, head usher
Creighton Likes, Blake Hoffman, Bill Ballinger, 
Zach Weaver, Ben Dillard, greeters
Mary-Frances Reynolds, Virginia Reynolds, acolytes

Fʃʎʎ Sʇʔʏʑʐ Sʇʔʋʇʕ:
Tʊʇ Eʚʑʆʗʕ Sʖʑʔʛ: 
Fʃʋʖʊ, Fʇʃʔ, & Fʔʇʇʆʑʏ 
Our fall sermon series will explore the 
story of the Exodus: God's liberation 
of the Hebrew people from slavery 
in Egypt. It's a story about what it 
means to be heard by God, saved 
by God, and called into covenant 
relationship with God. It's a story of 
fear and courage, of wandering in the 
wilderness, of God's transcendence 
and God's imminence, of what it 
means to live in covenant community 
with one another. It's the central 
salvation story of the Old Testament, 
and one that echoes throughout the 
New Testament as well. To help you 
follow along, we will provide scripture 
passages to read in preparation for 
the upcoming Sundays.  For the next 
three weeks, the suggested readings 
are the following:

August 17:  Exodus 1:1 - 2:10
August 24:  Exodus 2:11-25
August 31:  Exodus 3:1-15

Gʋʘʋʐʉ ʖʑ WPC
Did you know that you can fulfi ll 
your pledge or give an unpledged 
gift to Westminster online? Your gift 
helps our church keep faith with 
community partners and maintain 
excellence in our programming. To 
learn more about online giving, or to 
make a gift, follow the prompts from 
the QR code below.

Welcome and Announcements
    Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

     People:  And also with you.

Minute for Gratitude                       Catherine Blount

 Prelude                           Pastorale "The Faithful Shepherd"                           Handel

*  Call to Worship                                                                                                       Psalm 80        
     Leader:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
        you who lead Joseph like a fl ock!  
     People:  Restore us, O God;
        let your face shine, that we may be saved.
     Leader:  Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see.
     People:  Then we will never turn back from you;
        give us life, and we will call on your name.
     All:  Let us worship God!

* Hymn 32                       "I Sing the Mighty Power of God" 

* Prayer of Confession
   Good and gracious God,
     we have let our fears get the better of our faith.
    When you asked us to speak, we stayed silent.
    When you asked us to forgive, we held grudges.
    When you asked us to be generous, we were selfi sh.
    When you asked us to follow, we stayed put.
    Forgive us, Holy One, and shape our hearts anew.
    Grant us courage that overcomes our caution,
     love that overwhelms our laziness,
     and faith that guides us through our fear.
    We ask it all in the name of Jesus Christ,
     our Savior and risen Lord.  Amen.
* Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581                                                                               
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

Join Us in Welcoming
Bʃʒʖʋʕʏ
This morning we welcome into 
our fellowship Charlotte Louise Pile, 
daughter of Quintin & Molly Pile.

Responding to God’s Word
  * Affi rmation of Faith                                                               The Apostles’ Creed

       I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
         and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
         who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
         born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
         was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
         the third day he rose again from the dead;
         he ascended into heaven,
         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
         from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
       I believe in the Holy Ghost;
         the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
         the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
         and the life everlasting.  Amen.

       Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
 The Lord’s Prayer
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
     Amen.
 Offering                                                                   
       Offertory                       How Firm a Foundation                          arr. Schweizer
    *  Doxology, Hymn 606                                                                   
          Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
          all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly 
          host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
       *  Prayer of Dedication
   *  Hymn 756                            "O God of Every Nation"                                  
 * Charge and Benediction
 *  Postlude                                 Grand Triumphal Chorus                                          Guilmant

*All who are able may stand

  Prayer for Illumination
  First Scripture Lesson, Exodus 1:8-14                                                                   p. 43
  Second Scripture Lesson, Exodus 1:15-17, 22, 2:1-10                                           p. 43
   Leader:     The Word of the Lord. 
   People:   Thanks be to God.

 Sermon                                  "At the River's Edge"

Hearing God’s Word

The Sacrament of Baptism                                                              Charlotte Louise Pile

Congregational Response         Baptized in Water                            

Children in K5 - fi rst grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Open unto me, light for my darkness.
Open unto me, courage for my fear.
Open unto me, hope for my despair.
Open unto me, peace for my turmoil.

Open unto me, joy for my sorrow.
Open unto me, strength for my weakness.
Open unto me, wisdom for my confusion.

Open unto me, forgiveness for my sins.
Open unto me, tenderness for my toughness.

Open unto me, love for my hates.
Open unto me, Thy Self for myself.

Lord, Lord, open unto me.
       Howard Thurman
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From the Pews, Will & Beth Edwards

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 17-24, 2025

Sunday, August 17

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

      9:00a Summer Choir Rehearsal

        9:40 Weekly Session Meeting

   10:00 Worship Service

   11:00 Fellowship with donuts

   11:15 Stated Session Meeting

   11:30 Connections Group

      4:00p WPCYG Parent Meeting

      5:30 WPCYG Class Dinners

Monday, August 18

      7:00p Monday Game Night

     8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, August 19

      12:00p Al-Anon Meeting

Wednesday, August 20

        7:00p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, August 21

   10:00a Bible Study

     8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Saturday, August 23

WPCYG to Look Up Lodge

Sunday, August 24

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

WPCYG at Look Up Lodge

      9:00a Summer Choir Rehearsal

        9:40 Weekly Session Meeting

   10:00 Worship Service

   11:00 Fellowship with donuts

   11:15 Faith Formation Volunteer Training

     Sabbatical Review with Ben Dorr

      4:30p Hymn Festival at John Knox

        Presbyterian Church
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Gʃʏʇ Gʔʑʗʒ

The Game Group will continue 
meeting to play Mahjong on 
Mondays in August. Join us at 7p 
in the Entrance Pavilion. This is 
open to all who love the game or 
want to learn. Stay tuned for the 
September schedule.

Bʇʐ’ʕ Sʃʄʄʃʖʋʅʃʎ Pʔʑʌʇʅʖ

During his sabbatical, Ben met 
with 10 Heads of Staff of churches 
similar in size to Westminster, in 
order to learn more about how the 
leadership of each church helps 
cultivate a culture of generosity 
at their congregations.  Topics 
included stewardship campaigns, 
endowments, staff size, “mission 
giving,” and more.  If you would like 
to fi nd out what Ben learned, he 
will be giving a report immediately 
following worship on Sunday, 
August 24, at 11:15a in Room 209.  All 
are invited.

Fʑʑʖʊʋʎʎʕ Pʔʇʕʄʛʖʇʔʛ
Hʛʏʐ Fʇʕʖʋʘʃʎ

Choirs from ten churches in the 
Foothills Presbytery, including 
WPC, will take part in a Hymn 
Festival titled “This Is My Song” at 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Greenville on Sunday, August 
24, 4:30p. The Fest will feature a 
mass choir of 100+ singers, a brass 
quartet, and lots of congregational 
singing. The event is open to all!

Mʇʐ ʑʈ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ Dʔʋʘʇ Gʃʏʇ

Join the Men of Westminster for 
a night at the Greenville Drive on 
August 27. We've reserved a private 
suite to enjoy the game. The cost is 
$15 per person.  Signup on the WPC 
website under Event Registration.

Uʐʋʖʇʆ Mʋʐʋʕʖʔʋʇʕ

United Ministries is in need of 
canned food to restock their 
food pantry. They are requesting: 
canned fruit, peas, green beans, 
pasta, beef stew, canned chicken, 
rice, tuna, jelly, Ramen Noodles, 
Saltines, and oatmeal. If you would 
like to donate, please drop off cans 
in the United Ministries Donations 
Cabinet located in the Friendship 
Court.

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice
Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect

Serve
Grow

Aʅʑʎʛʖʇ Tʔʃʋʐʋʐʉ

An acolyte training session for 
children in 3rd–5th grade will be 
held in the Sanctuary immediately 
following the 11:15a worship service 
on Sunday, September 7. The 
meeting will last about 15 minutes. 
Children should be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian. For additional 
information, please contact Hunter 
Smith (hsmith@wpc-online.org). 

Sʗʏʏʇʔ Cʊʑʋʔ

Summer Choir returns to service in 
August. Sunday rehearsals will be 
held weekly at 9a in the choir room. 
This is a low-key, low-commitment 
way to participate in the choir. Adults 
and youth are invited to join in! For 
additional information, contact 
Marlon Hurst.

Sʃʐʅʖʗʃʔʛ Cʊʑʋʔ

The Sanctuary Choir is the primary, 
weekly adult vocal choir at WPC, 
singing weekly at the 11:15a service 
from September through May. The 
SC also leads the congregation 
in the annual Festival of Lessons 
and Carols and on Music Ministry 
Sunday in May. This fall, the SC will be 
preparing a choral/orchestral work 
to be presented in early November. 
Beginning Wednesday, August 20, 
weekly Sanctuary Choir rehearsals 
commence in the Choir Room from 
7-8:30p. Participation is open to all 
adults and interested high school 
students. Auditions are not required. 
Please contact Marlon Hurst for 
additional information.

Protection. This is the word that comes to mind when we think of today’s  

scripture reading, Exodus 2: 1 – 10, the birth of Moses. The three women in these 

verses take on protective roles looking after baby Moses.

 First, Moses’s mother protected him by hiding him for three months until 

she was no longer able to hide him. She then placed him in a papyrus basket 

among the reeds on the bank of the Nile. Moses’ sister further protected him by 

watching over to see what would happen. Lastly, Pharaoh’s daughter protected 

Moses by drawing him out of the water and felt for him as she noticed he was a 

Hebrew baby.

 As Moses’ sister continued to watch over Moses, she asked the daughter of 

Pharaoh if she should get a Hebrew woman to nurse the child. She got Moses’ 

mother to nurse her own son. After Moses grew, he was taken back to Pharoah’s 

daughter to be raised. These three women were an integral part of Moses’ 

development in growing into a great man who went on to do remarkable things.

 None of the three women were thinking of themselves, but doing what was 

in the  best interest for Moses. They selfl essly did as they felt led. God asks us 

to do the same for our fellow friends and even our strangers. We are to help 

selfl essly as we can. We should not ignore the needs of those around us. We are 

all called to be of service, uncomfortable as it may be.  He asks us to be protectors 

and servants. How we respond is up to us.

 God is our protector in all days and all ways. Let us glorify him by protecting, 

serving and looking out for others, so all of us are able to do remarkable things.

Fall Schedule returns
on Sunday, September 14.

We will resume worship services
at 9a and 11:15a

with Sunday School at 10a.
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Mʃʔʍ ʛʑʗʔ ʅʃʎʇʐʆʃʔʕ
ʈʑʔ Kʋʅʍ-Oʈʈ Sʗʐʆʃʛ,
Sʇʒʖʇʏʄʇʔ 7  

9a Breakfast
10a Sunday School

11:15a Worship

Join us as we kick off the program year, for our annual Pancake Breakfast 
on Sunday, September 7, sponsored by the Men of Westminster! Come 
enjoy delicious pancakes and learn about the many ways to get involved in 
the ministry of WPC at our Ministry Fair. Breakfast begins at 9a, followed by 
Sunday School at 10a and Worship at 11:15a. Sign up on the church website 
at https://wpc-online.org/events-registration/church-wide-breakfast. Cost 
is $10/person, with $40 max per family. Children 2 and younger are free. 
Proceeds from the breakfast will go to support the Women of Westminster 
Scholarship Fund. If you would like to volunteer to help with this breakfast, 
please contact the church offi ce.

On September 14,
we will resume worship services

at 9a and 11:15a
with Sunday School at 10a.

WʇʕʖCʑʐʐʇʅʖ Sʋʉʐ Uʒʕ ʃʔʇ Oʒʇʐ!

WestConnect is a small group 
ministry of WPC - groups gather 
for 6-week sessions of bible 
study, fellowship and prayer. If 
you are looking to deepen your 
understanding of scripture, meet 
new people at WPC, or feel a smaller 
sense of community, sign up for a 
WestConnect group. Groups will 
begin to meet in early October for 
the fall. If you have questions, reach 
out to Nick Carson.  Sign up on the 
website.

Cʊʑʔʋʕʖʇʔ Cʊʑʋʔ Rʇʉʋʕʖʔʃʖʋʑʐ

Registration is now open for Junior 
(grades 1-2) and Senior (grades 
3-5) Chorister Choir. Choristers 
meet weekly on Wednesdays from 
4:30-5:15p. Under the direction of 
Hunter Smith and Diana Dailey, 
Chorister Choir singers learn 
the fundamentals of beautiful 
singing, hymns of the faith, and 
about Reformed worship practice. 
Rehearsals begin September 3. 
Visit the WPC Web site to register!

Rʋʕʇ Aʉʃʋʐʕʖ Hʗʐʉʇʔ

On August 31, we will be hosting a Rise 
Against Hunger event following 10a 
worship at 11:15. We will work together 
to pack over 25,000 meals. This will 
bring WPC's lifetime meal packing 
to over 100,000 meals! Sign up by 
emailing Nick Carson.

Pʔʇʕʄʛʖʇʔʋʃʐ Dʋʕʃʕʖʇʔ Aʕʕʋʕʖʃʐʅʇ:

In response to the fl oods in Texas and 
North Carolina this summer, Witness 
and Service has made a contribution 
to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
US Flood Response fund. Join our 
response by making a donation to 
Westminster designated for PDA, 
or donate to PDA fund DR000191 
directly!

Yʑʗʖʊ Cʊʑʋʔ Rʇʉʋʕʖʔʃʖʋʑʐ

Registration is now open for Youth 
Choir (Middlers, grades 6-8 and High 
School, grades 9-12). This year, both 
Middle and High school choirs will 
rehearse weekly on Sundays from 
5-6p. In addition to singing in worship 
monthly, additional activities are 
planned, including ice skating and 
Christmas caroling in December. 
Rehearsals begin September 7. Visit 
the WPC Web site to register!
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