WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, January 13, 2019
9:00 and 11:15 a.m.

Baptism of the Lord
PRAYER OF PREPARATION

Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan, you proclaimed him your
beloved Son. Grant that all who are baptized in his name may respond faithfully
to the covenant that you have made with us, so that we would never turn from the
world, but would reach out into the world with Christ’s love, justice, and grace.
Amen.

GATHERING THE COMMUNITY
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

PREPARING FOR GOD’S WORD
PRELUDE “Amazing Grace”
* CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings;
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
People: Ascribe to the Lord the glory of God’s name;

worship the Lord in holy splendor.

arr. McDonald
(from Psalm 29:1-3)

Leader: The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.
All: Let us worship God!

* HYMN OF PRAISE No. 10
“Sing Glory to the Name of God”
* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us
part of the body of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with
ourselves, separated from one another. We cling to destructive habits, hold
grudges, and show reluctance to welcome the stranger. We allow the past to
hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, and free us from
sin. Raise us once again to new life, so that we may live together in grace and
share Christ’s peace with the world. Amen.
* ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
* GLORIA PATRI (Hymnal, No. 581)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

At the 9:00 a.m. service, children in K5-first grade leave for Children’s Church.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:15am)
Presentation
Questions to the Parents
Question to the Congregation
Thanksgiving over the Water
Baptism
Prayer

William Harris Benson
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At the 11:15 a.m. service, children in K5-first grade leave for Children’s Church.
HEARING GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 43:1-7 (O.T., p. 585)
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:21-22 (N.T., p. 834)
Leader:  The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
SERMON Ben Dorr
“Just Another Baptism”
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
* HYMN No. 482 BUNESSAN

*

* %

“Baptized in Water”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

CALL TO PRAYER Iverson
“Spirit of the Living Lord”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal page 35, Traditional

OFFERING
Offertory (9:00) “All Who Thirst” Peters
Anthem (11:15) “Do Not Be Afraid” Stopford

* Doxology (Hymnal, No. 606)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

HYMN No. 463 FOUNDATION
“How Firm a Foundation”

CHARGE & BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE (11:15) “Do Not Be Afraid” Stopford

POSTLUDE Toccata in E minor Pachelbel

*All who are able may stand

If you are visiting this morning, we extend a special welcome to you.
Westminster Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a community of faith open to all.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

HEAD USHERS: 9:00 a.m.  Carl Nuttall
11:15a.m.  Charlie LeGrand
SPONSOR: 11:15a.m.  Kathryn Freedman
GREETERS: 9:00 a.m.  Gaye Sprague, Paul Grier
Joanne Sweeny
11:15 a.m. Catherine Pollock, Becca Donohue
Beri Draganic
LITURGIST: Mary Kathleen Duncan
LAY READERS: 9:00 a.am.  Mary Anne McLendon
11:15a.m.  Anna Sanders
ACOLYTES: 9:00 a.m. Ramsey Glidewell, Amelia Kent
11:15a.m.  Davis Fairey, Mary Mac Fairey
PARKING BAPTISM

We have permission to use the Xarking
lots at the Uniform Shop and Augusta
Commons Mall.

TRAFFIC POLICE OFFICER
A Greenville city police officer will be
on duty from 9:45 a.m. — 12:45 p.m. to
help people cross the street from the
other side of Augusta Road.

STREAMING )
All worship services at Westminster
are broadcast via live video streaming.
Navigate to the home page of the
church website at www.wpc-online.org
and click the link “Worship via Live
Streaming.”

Musicians leading in worship this Sunday
are:
Nancy Smith, organist
9:00 a.m.
Judy McKenney, alto
11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary Choir

NURSERY
Childcare is available for infants
through four-year kindergarten. Our
childcare program provides safe, secure
nurseries for our babies and toddlers
during worship services. Our nurturing
staff of experienced caregivers and
parent volunteers offers a welcoming
environment to all children.

During worship, children in rising K5—1st
grade follow one of our ministers out
for Children’s Church in Room 206.

GRAB A NAMETAG
THIS SUNDAY!
We will continue to wear nametags each
Sunday. Please find them near entrances
and gathering areas and share your name
with others. You’ll be glad you did!

This morning we welcome into our
fellowship William Harris Benson, son
of Scott & Rachael Benson, brother of
Camille.

MEN’S GROUP BOOK STUDY
The Men’s Group will continue their book
study on Monday, January 14, at 6:00
p-m. in Room 209-C. We will study the
book, The Jesus I Never Knew, by Philip
Yancey. All WPC men are invited to
participate and newcomers are welcome.
For more information, contact Rick
Carpenter (608-1881).

BAPTISM CLASS

If you are interested in having your child or
children baptized at Westminster, you are
invited to attend a brief class on baptism
taught by Ben Dorr. The next class will be
this Sunday, January 13, at 4:00 p.m. in
the Charter Room. Please email Michelle
in the church office at michelle@wpc-
online.org if you are planning to attend.

LET US PRAY FOR:
Gary Boley and family
Margaret Williams-Rich and family
The family of Curtis Clark
The family of Don Lester

class of elders to serve on the Session.

Session, class of 2022:
Talitha Allen
Sarah Beasley
Brian Blount
Scott Clark
Brandon Coker
Bob Dellert

The Session has called the annual meeting of the congregation for this
Sunday, January 13, 2019, immediately following the 11:15 a.m. worship
service. The purpose of the meeting is to present the 2019 operating budget to
the congregation, to vote on terms of call for the pastoral staff, and to elect a new

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate for election to the

Michael Dixon
Ben Edwards
Ashley Gettys
Anna Hanor

Susan Jones

Becky Warth
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CONNECTIONS

Please join Westminster friends for
Connections, an adult fellowship group
for couples and singles, at Lieu’s
Chinese Bistro (1149 Woodruff Rd.)
at 1:00 p.m., after the congregational
meeting this Sunday, January 13.
(Note our new date.) New people are
welcome. Place your reservation by
Friday, January 11, with Mary Ann
Cox (Imaryanncox@gmail.com or 963-
2335).

WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER
Tuesday, January 15
e Circle #7: Talitha Allen, chair
(rischlacht@att.net), will meet
at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Terri
LeGrand (16 N. Brookwood Dr.).

ADULT GROUPS
Needle Arts Group: Will  meet
Wednesday, January 16 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Entrance Pavilion. Leader: Terry
Gentry (tmgentry@charter.net).

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Get your day started right with the “It’s
Never Too Early to Talk About Jesus”
study and discussion group, meeting
again Tuesday, January 22, at 6:30
am. in the Women’s Lounge. This
semester we are studying Rachel Held
Evans’s New York Times bestseller,
A Year of Biblical Womanhood
(available in the WPC library).
Questions? Contact Kathleen Reynolds
(kathleenmreynolds@yahoo.com,
346-3155) or Associate Pastor Leigh
Stuckey.

MEN’S DINNER

Join us for dinner ($7 each) Thursday,
January 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall to hear our guest
speaker, WPC member Bill Taylor.
His company, kVA, is involved in the
development of driverless cars. Bill will
speak on the progress of this technology.
Plan to attend and bring your spouse or
partner. For more information, call 7om
Billings (626-695-1231). Sign up by
Monday, January 14, by calling the
church office or online at https://wpc-
online.org/events-registration/mens-
group/.

THEOLOGY READING GROUP
The Theology Reading Group will meet
Monday, January 21, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Charter Room. David Rutledge
will lead the discussion of Another Turn
of The Crank by Wendell Berry. Read
the book and join us for an interesting
evening. All are invited.

LIGHTLY SEASONED
Lightly Seasoned, a fellowship group
for those in their fifties (very loosely
defined), will meet Saturday, January
26, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Valerie
& David Slade (430 Woodland Way).
Watch your e-mail for more information,
or — if you don’t hear from us, please
contact Susan Grier (susan@grierfamily.
org). We hope to see you!

WESTMINSTER BOOK CLUB
Because of a scheduling conflict,
Westminster’s Book Club will wait
until Tuesday, February 5, to discuss
the book Swing Time by Zadie Smith.
We meet from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. in the
church library. New people are always
welcome!

2019 STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN

Pledged

We have met 93% of our goal.

As of Tuesday, January 8,
we have received $2,390,481
in pledges toward our 2019
budget goal of $2,573,739.

For your convenience,
pledge cards are in the pews,
or you may mail in your
pledge or send it by email
to the Church Financial
Secretary, Sherri Owens at
sherri@wpc-online.org.
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CHURCH STAFF

Church 232-2424 School 232-5766
Pastor Ben Dorr
bdorr@wpc-online.org

Associate Pastor Barbara Stoop
bstoop@wpc-online.org
Associate Pastor Leigh Stuckey
Istuckey@wpc-online.org
Associate Pastor Mary Kathleen Duncan
mkduncan@wpc-online.org
Parish Associate for Older Adults

aworkman@wpc-online.org

Amos Workman

Zane Moore
Mark Kemp

mkemp@wpc-online.org

Pastor Emeritus

Director of Music

Children’s Choir Coordinator Kathryn Knauer

kknauer@wpc-online.org
Jennifer Dillard

jdillard@wpc-online.org

Volunteer Coordinator

Organist Nancy Smith

nls1949@aol.com
Weekday School Director Cara Puntch
cpuntch@wpc-online.org
Financial Secretary Sherri Owens

sherri@wpc-online.org

Office Manager Michelle Little
michelle@wpc-online.org
Secretary Wendy Bagley

wendy@wpc-online.org

Director of Nurseries Janell Pitman
Jjpitman@wpc-online.org
Director of Hospitality Lisa Ridge
lisa@wpc-online.org
Steve Phillips

stevep30@bellsouth.net

Building Supervisor

Save the date for
VBS this summer!
Monday, August 5 -
Friday, August 9

Classes for ages having

completed 4K-5th grades and
volunteer opportunities

for all ages.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 13-19, 2019

SUNDAY
8:45 am. W&S Committee Meeting
9:00 a.m. Worship Service

10:00 a.m. Sunday School

11:15 am. Worship Service

12:15p.m.  Congregational Meeting
12:45p.m.  Emergency Preparedness Task

Force Meeting

2:30 p.m.  Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee Meeting

4:00 p.m.  Baptism Class

4:30 pm.  Women of Westminster Board
Meeting

5:00 p.m.  Middler Group Meeting

5:15 p.m. Senior High
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.  Youth Dinner

6:30 p.m.  Middler Choir Rehearsal

Senior High Group Meeting
8:00 p.m.  Alcoholics Anonymous

MONDAY
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Bible Study Group
6:15p.m. NAMI
8:00 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous

TUESDAY
6:30 a.m. Women'’s Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting

12:00 p.m.  Al-Anon
6:30 p.m.  Circle #7 Meeting

WEDNESDAY
12:00 p.m.  Worship Committee Meeting
3:00 pm.  “It’s Elementary!” &
Tweens
4:30 p.m.  Junior & Senior Choristers
6:30 pm.  Needle Arts Group Meeting
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY
10:00 a.m. Thursday Bible Study
6:30 p.m.  Men’s Dinner
8:00 p.m.  Narcotics Anonymous

FRIDAY
All Youth Weekend Ski Trip

SATURDAY
All Youth Weekend Ski Trip

THE SESSION

The Class of 2019
Howard Boyd Collin Mackie
Sarah-Ann Davis Susan McLeod
Beri Draganic Elizabeth Palmer
Kathryn Freedman Joanne Sweeny
Paul Grier Rob Warren
Walter Hinton Stephen Woods

The Class of 2020
Ben Alexander Michael Hoffinan
Rita Barker Steve Johnson
Roxanne Cromartie Coleman Kirven
Becca Donohue Christa Likes
Lee Freeman Jon McKnight
Mike Hall Parks McLeod

The Class of 2021
Kristin Burrell Elizabeth McElveen
Phillip Cox Grier Mullins
Ted Gentry Pete Roe
Philip Land Gaye Sprague
Brad Lucas Catherine Stoddard

David Massey Freddie Williams
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But now, this is what the Lord says—
he who created you, Jacob,
he who formed you, Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;,
1 have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you,
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior,
1 give Egypt for your ransom,
Cush and Seba in your stead.
Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
and because I love you...
Isaiah 43:1-4

“Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you”...
wow that is a pretty profound statement and probably hard for us to comprehend at
times. How we born sinners could be honored and loved so deeply by God.

As I’ve studied this scripture and how it relates to baptism, it made me realize
that from the moment we were conceived we were baptized in God’s love with no
expectations.

I’ve seen different expressions of baptism having grown up in different faith
churches I have attended with family. The significant meaning is a child or adult
being welcomed by us Christians and acknowledging that we each are surrounded
by God’s love and will continue to support and love one another. Even in its simplest
form of expression, the meaning is the same.

The entire scripture of Isaiah 43:1-7 shines a light of hope around elements of
adversity. With the significance of using water in baptism, it is important to know
that from the very beginning of our lives God’s promise surrounds us with his SEA
of perfect love.

Tonya Cochran
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

We at Westminster believe that education is essential for discipleship, and hope that
what you learn in this place will transform your living beyond our doors. Our “Jan-
uary Term,” taught this year by members of Westminster, kicked off last Sunday,
January 6, and will run each Sunday through January 27.

1. A Medieval Primer: Saints, purgatory, piety and the legacy of a different world

This class provides a brief historical overview of Christian beliefs and practices
during the Middle Ages (c. 500-c. 1500). Some of the major topics include: saints’
relics and pilgrimages, the doctrine of purgatory, monks and monasticism, and
late medieval daily piety. This lecture-based class places religious trends in their
social and cultural contexts and thus focuses more on the beliefs of regular people
than on scholastic debates of highly-educated theologians.

Teacher: Caroline Clark is an Associate Professor at Clemson University
specializing in the medieval period in Europe with a particular
focus on women'’s roles and social networks in medieval England.

Room: 209

2. The Gospel Stories: Why Four Points of View?
Based on Steven L. Bridges’s book, Getting the Gospels: Understanding the New

Testament Accounts of Jesus’ Life, we will learn together what these four stories

can teach us about Jesus’ life and our mission.

Teacher: Judith Chandler, a member of Westminster, has taught at
Furman's Lifelong Learning Institute since its inception. She is
also a recognized local artist.

Room: 210

3.The Flock: Sabbath
This discussion-based class, geared primarily toward folks in their 40s and 50s,
will focus on the concept of “Sabbath” as laid out by popular author and theologian
Walter Brueggemann in Sabbath as Resistance. Participants will explore our 24/7

society of consumption, a society in which we live to achieve, accomplish, perform,
and possess, and ask how we can begin to focus on a restored relationship with
God and our community.
Teachers: Ben Alexander, Christa Likes, LeAnne White are each active
in various ministries of Westminster. Ben has served on the
Weekday School Committee. Christa has served on the Membership
Committee. LeAnne is Moderator Elect for Presbyterian Women.
Room: 211

4. Playing the Back Nine: Aging in the Modern World
The class will explore issues relevant to aging: navigating healthcare, care giving,

spirituality, and theories about age.

Teacher: Jim Davis is a M.D. specializing in geriatric health at Greenville
Health System and Assistant Professor at The School of Medicine.
He will be aided by Parish Associate Amos Workman.

Room: 213
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2019
WOMEN’S RETREAT

All women of Westminster are encouraged to join us at the 2019
Women’s Retreat, February 22-24, at Montreat Conference Center in

Montreat, NC.

We will be joined by The Reverend Courtney Willis, Pastor of
Spiritual Formation at First Baptist Church in Greensboro, NC. To learn
more about Courtney, visit http://fbcgso.org/newest-associate-pastor/.

Judy McKenney will lead music again this year.

Registration includes housing, breakfast and dinner on Saturday, and
breakfast on Sunday. All rooms are in Assembly Inn and check-in for those
arriving Friday will be held from 5-7:00 pm. (You are welcome to join us

Saturday morning if necessary!)

We will conclude with a worship service on Sunday morning before

check-out at 11:00 am.

* Single Occupancy - $220
* Double Occupancy - $195
(double occupancy may be either one king or two twins)

* Quad Occupancy - $175

(quad occupancy may have a shared bath)

Payment is due upon registration.

Cancellations before January 23 will be applied to your pledge or

considered a contribution to the church.

Cancellations after January 23 will be forfeited. Sign up online at

https: // Wpc—online.org / events-registration /womens-retreat/.
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