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From the Pews, Anna Wallace Clark and Scott Clark
Whether we realize it or not, each of us has a self-image. We see ourselves
in some way—smart, kind, well-intentioned, misunderstood, meticulous,
thoughtful, motivated, empathetic, or shrewd. We all can pick adjectives that
describe ourselves. This is the “I” we think of when we think of ourselves. The “I”
that thinks, dreams, talks, feels, and believes. The “I” that no one else knows fully.
And as that “I” we are skilled in seeing the positive attributes and shortcomings
of others, but we have no reliable lens with which to view ourselves objectively.
In today’s Gospel Lesson, Jesus tells the Parable of the Sower. In it, Jesus
describes a farmer planting seeds and of a progression of success of these
labors. First, there was the seed that fell along the path and produced nothing.
Next, there was the seed that fell on the rocky ground and started to produce
but then stopped. Then, there was the seed that fell among the thorns sprang
up but was soon choked out. None of these three turned out to be of any value
to the farmer. It is not until the seed fell on good soil that it brought forth fruit.
Jesus goes on to say that in the parable the good soil represents the one
who hears the word and understands it and bears fruit. That’s me, right? In the
parable, surely, I, as the Christian, am the good soil.
If I could look objectively at myself, I would ﬁnd that there are teachings of
the Bible that have failed to take root with me completely – just like the seed
upon the path. Or I would likely ﬁnd that there are lessons that strike a chord
with me and inspire me to want to do things right and in a Christian way. I might
ﬁnd that I pay lip service to these things, but doing the right, Christian things
just gets choked out by competing interests and hard realities. Maybe, I am not
the good soil, or at least not so all the time and everywhere.
Today, our world, our country, our society, and our church are dealing with
issues of racism, inequality, justice, and equal opportunity. Each of us maintain
our particular self-image with respect to these issues. I am against racism and
inequality. I am for justice and equal opportunity for all. Those are very easy
statements to make on the cover of a church bulletin.
It is harder to take actions behind those words in the world, the country,
and our society. Yet, it should be easy for the “I” that is a Christian member of
Westminster Presbyterian Church to do so. That “I” is willing to challenge my
self-image and ﬁnd hypocrisy, to help the seed of change put down sustaining
roots, and to beat back the thorns that would choke out real progress.
That’s the challenge then – to take that “I” out of the church and into the
world, the country and our society and be the good soil.

Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson, Genesis 25:21-27
Message for Children
Gospel Lesson, Matthew 13:1-9
Homily
“Good Soil”
Response
In the Bulb There Is a Flower

“How necessary it is to cultivate a spirit of joy.
It is a psychological truth that the physical acts of reverence
and devotion make one feel devout.
The courteous gesture increases one’s respect for others.
To act lovingly is to begin to feel loving,
and certainly to act joyfully brings joy to others…
I believe we are called to the duty of delight.”
- Dorothy Day

Responding to God’s Word
Afﬁrmation of Faith, The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Prelude

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Hustad

Welcome and Announcements
Sentences of Scripture, from Psalm 119:105, 112
God’s word is a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path.
God’s decrees are our heritage forever;
they bring true joy to our hearts.
May we ever incline our hearts to the Lord.

Hymn #32

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was cruciﬁed under
Pontius Pilate; he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I Sing the Mighty Power of God
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

See hymn sheet.
Morning Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn #308

O God in Whom All Life Begins
See hymn sheet.

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Trumpet Tune in C Major

Leading Worship this Morning
Anthem

Sleeth

I Will Lift Mine Eyes

Helvey
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