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open minds open hearts 

In Search of Wisdom

Like many others over the past few months, I have been agonizing over 
how to make some diffi cult decisions. I want to make good choices but feel that 
as a society, we face uncertainty in some facets of life that we have not had to 
deal with before.  Now more than ever, I am in need of wisdom.

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could be given a simple answer? I would love to 
open up the book of Proverbs and have King Solomon tell me directly whether 
or not to put my child in daycare or if I should risk taking a trip to visit family. 
Sadly, as I dig in, I realize that the wisdom in Proverbs is not so specifi c to my 
situation. 

When I was pregnant with my daughter Emma, my data scientist husband 
and I devoured a parenting book written by economist Emily Oster. While 
describing the art of decision science to her readers, she explains that “making 
good decisions requires… all the information about the decision [and] the right 
way to weigh the pluses and minuses of the decision.”

In order to make the ‘right’ and ‘wise’ decision, we must not only evaluate 
the facts but also the costs and benefi ts of each choice - applying wisdom to 
our individual values and needs. I take comfort in this technique. Making good 
decisions may not always be easy, but having a guide and a process can help 
take doubt and uncertainty out of the equation.

Proverbs is not a set of instructions that I can follow to the letter but 
rather a path to guide me towards living a good and righteous life. One of 
the beautiful aspects of Proverbs is that though centuries-old, the essential 
wisdom still endures. The basic truths contained in these pages only need to be 
recontextualized for our own personal lives.

Let’s keep each other in our prayers that we each may be fruitful in our 
search for wisdom and that it will successfully guide us to making the right 
choices for ourselves and our families.

From the Pews, Holly Vanderwal
Do we know what it means to be struck by grace? It does not mean that we 

suddenly believe that God exists, or that Jesus is the Savior, or that the Bible 
contains the truth […] Furthermore, grace does not mean simply that we are 
making progress in our moral self- control, in our fi ght against special faults, and 
in our relationships to men and to society […] Grace strikes us when we are in 
great pain and restlessness. It strikes us when we walk through the dark valley 
of a meaningless and empty life. It strikes us when we feel that our separation 
is deeper than usual […] when despair destroys all joy and courage.  Sometimes 
at that moment a wave of light breaks into our darkness, and it is as though a 
voice were saying: ‘You are accepted. You are accepted, accepted by that which is 
greater than you [….]’

In the light of this grace we perceive the power of grace in our relation to others 
and to ourselves. We experience the grace of being able to look frankly into the 
eyes of another, the miraculous grace of reunion of life with life. We experience 
the grace of understanding each other’s words. We understand not merely the 
literal meaning of the words, but also that which lies behind them, even when 
they are harsh or angry […] We experience the grace which is able to overcome the 
tragic separation of the sexes, of the generations, of the nations, of the races, and 
even the utter strangeness between man and nature. Sometimes grace appears in 
all these separations to reunite us with those to whom we belong. For life belongs 
to life.

[…] We experience moments in which we accept ourselves, because feel that we 
have been accepted by that which is greater than we.

—Paul Tillich,
“You Are Accepted” in The Shaking of the Foundations (1948)
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Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Responding to God’s Word

Leading Worship this Morning
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Mary Kathleen Duncan, liturgist
Jay Culclasure, lay reader
Nancy Smith, organist
Marcella Frese, percussionist
Judy McKenney, vocalist

Hearing God’s Word

Prelude   As the Deer/Fairest Lord Jesus   arr. Hayes

  Welcome and Announcements

 Call to Worship
   From the corners of the world,
      from the confusion of life,
      from the loneliness of our hearts,
      Gather us, O God.
   To feed our minds,
      to fi re our imagination,
      to free our hearts,
      Gather us, O God. 

Hymn #35    Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
           See hymn sheet.
   
  Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon 
   Eternal God,
      in whom we live and move and have our being,
      whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:
   Cleanse us from all our off enses,
      and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,
      that with reverent and humble hearts
      we may draw near to you,
      confessing our faults,
      confi ding in your grace,
      and fi nding in you our refuge and strength;
      through Jesus Christ your Son.  Amen.
    

Affi rmation of Faith, Confession of Belhar, 10.1-2, 10.7, 10.9
   We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers,            
     protects and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.
    This, God has done since the beginning of the world
    and will do to the end.
  We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
    the communion of saints called from the entire human family.
  We believe 

• that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring
 about justice and true peace among people;
• that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good
 and to seek the right;
• that the church must therefore stand by people in any form
 of suff ering and need, which implies, among other things,
 that the church must witness against and strive against
  any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters,
 and righteousness like an ever-fl owing stream.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
      as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
     and the glory forever.

  Hymn #770 I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table 
      See hymn sheet.

  Charge and Benediction
  Postlude  Rondo  John Bull

  Prayer for Illumination 
  Old Testament Lesson, Proverbs 1:1-7
  New Testament Lesson, Mark 7:24-30
  Sermon  “Word Against Words”  

Anthem                                Canticle of the Turning                                     Cooney




