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Sunday, November 1, 2020 | In Person at 9 and 11:15a |22nd Sunday after Pentecost

God of life, there are days when the burdens we carry are heavy on our 
shoulders and weigh us down, when the road seems dreary and endless,

when our lives have no music in them, and our souls have lost their courage.
Flood the path with light, turn our eyes to where the skies are full of promise; 
tune our hearts to brave music; give us the sense of comradeship with saints 
of every age; and so quicken our spirits that we may be able to encourage the 
souls of all who journey with us on the road of life, to your honor and glory.   

  Amen.

     Attributed to Augustine of Hippo

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements
    Leader:     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

     People:   And also with you.

 Minute for Stewardship                                                                            Caroline Clark

 Prelude                                         For All the Saints                                   arr. Hobby

Call to Worship                                                                                     Psalm 116:12-15 
  Leader: What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?
  People: I will lift up the cup of salvation,
    and call on the name of the Lord.
  Leader: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
  People: Precious in the sight of the Lord
    is the death of his faithful ones.
  All: Let us worship God!

  Prayer of Confession 
      Eternal God, in every age you have raised up women and men
       to live and die in faith. 
      We confess that we are indiff erent to your will.
      You call us to proclaim your name, but we are silent.
      You call us to do what is just, but we remain idle. 
      You call us to live faithfully, but we are afraid.
      In your mercy, forgive us.
      Give us courage to follow in your way, that,
       joined with those from ages past, who have served you with faith,
       hope, and love, we may inherit the kingdom
       you promised in Jesus Christ. Amen.
  Assurance of Pardon
    Leader:  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
    People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

Hearing God’s Word
  Prayer for Illumination 

  Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 43:1-7

  Epistle Lesson, Hebrews 12:1-2

   Leader:     The Word of the Lord.

   People:     Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                        “Looking Back”   

Preparation for Worship
Responding to God’s Word

 Affi rmation of Faith, The Apostles’ Creed 
     I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
    the third day he rose again from the dead;
    he ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
  I believe in the Holy Ghost;
    the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
    the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
    and the life everlasting.  Amen.

   A Ritual of Remembrance
 We give thanks to God for the following Westminster members who   
 joined the Church Triumphant in the past year:   Carlisle & Betty Rogers,  
 Bert McEldowney, Roger Hotchkiss, Lisa Haney, Tom Stewart,
 Rupert Huse, Nancy Barnwell, Dot Marshall, Rick Carpenter,
 and Jack Runnion.

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
      as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
     and the glory forever.

 Instrumental Refl ection        Shall We Gather at the River                                
      
 Charge and Benediction

Postlude      Carillon Toccata                                          Wagner

Oʒʇʐ Sʃʐʅʖʗʃʔʛ

Beginning the week of November 2, our sanctuary is open for individual prayer 
and refl ection on Monday and Tuesday (9a-1p). WPC members will need to 
sign up ahead of time at https://wpc-online.org/events-registration/prayer-
in-the-sanctuary-at-wpc/. 

Nʑʘʇʏʄʇʔ Nʋʉʊʖʕ: 
Dʔʋʘʇ Tʊʔʗ Dʋʐʐʇʔ & Oʐʎʋʐʇ Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ, Cʔʃʈʖʕ, ʃʐʆ Eʆʗʅʃʖʋʑʐ

We are thrilled to offer November Nights this year on November 1st and 
November 8th. You will have an option to reserve a meal to pick up between 
4:00-5:00p on Sunday followed by an online Vespers worship service at 5:30p. 
Education options (including a special guest for a craft class!) will begin at 6:15p 
for WPC Kids and adults. Youth will participate in Shepherd Groups (watch for 
more information from MK for the WPCYG schedule). Sign up now at https://
wpc-online.org/events-registration/november-nights/.

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
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Bʃʒʖʋʕʏ

This morning we welcome into our 
fellowship Mary McBrayer Murphy, 
daughter of Margaret Murphy, in our 
9a online worship.

Join Us in Welcoming
Vʑʖʇ ʈʑʔ ʖʊʋʕ ʛʇʃʔ’ʕ
Nʑʏʋʐʃʖʋʐʉ Cʑʏʏʋʖʖʇʇ!

The slate of names can be found 
on our website at https://wpc-on-
line.org/events-registration/nom-
inating-committee-ballot/. The 
Nominating Committee will meet 
in November to propose names 
for the next class of elders to serve 
on the Session.

Beth Kastler on the death of her 
father, Lonnie Hunsucker, in Concord, 
NC - 10/18/2020.

We Remember in Prayer

Leading Worship this Morning

Ben Dorr, preaching
Mary Kathleen Duncan, Lauren Slingerland, liturgists
Nancy Smith, organist
Joanna Mulfi nger, violinist

Tʑʉʇʖʊʇʔ: 
Iʐʖʔʑʆʗʅʋʐʉ ʖʊʇ Pʎʇʆʉʇ Tʊʔʗ
ʈʑʔ Cʑʏʏʋʖʏʇʐʖ Sʗʐʆʃʛ

This year Commitment Sunday will feature donuts and coffee under 
Westminster’s own “golden arches” — The Niven Memorial Bell Tower.  For 
generations members of Westminster have brought their pledges forward 
on Commitment Sunday as a public act of faithfulness. When we pledge 
we commit the fruits of our labor to one another, making our faithfulness 
known to our families, children, friends, and the gathered congregation. 
We align ourselves with the vision and values of this congregation, and 
commit to the ways God is working through us. 

This year the bringing of our pledges will look a bit different but carry 
the same signifi cance. If you are joining us in person, you will have an 
opportunity to drop your pledge card in baskets as you retire. For those 
who can’t join us or those who wish for another public act of faithfulness, 
you’re invited to participate in our Pledge Thru. From 2-5p on November 
8th, drive through our “golden arches” (the Niven Memorial Bell Tower), 
and greet a pastor with your pledge card.

When you Pledge Thru you will experience the benefi ts of communal 
giving and, as a token of our gratitude during this diffi cult time, a custom 
WPC mug and (drum roll, please) a donut (COVID precautions honored!).

As always, you are also welcome to pledge online. 

We’ll see you November 8th! 
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From the Pews, Meg Hyche:

Zʑʑʏ Bʋʄʎʇ Sʖʗʆʛ ʑʐ
Sʗʐʆʃʛ ʏʑʔʐʋʐʉʕ ʖʊʋʕ Fʃʎʎ!

You are invited to participate in a Zoom Bible study at 10am on Sunday 
mornings led by Ben and other members of the pastoral staff!  The Zoom 
information will be sent the preceding Thursday in the weekly newsletter and 
each Friday with the weekly emailed Harbinger.  We will take a look at the texts 
that are being used in that particular Sunday’s worship service.  Please join us!

OPEN MINDS • Education@WPC
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November 1-7, 2020

SUNDAY

    9:00 a.m. In-Person Worship Service

  10:00 a.m. Zoom Bible Study

  11:15 a.m. In-Person Worship Service

   2:00 p.m. Zoom Baptism Class

    5:00 p.m. WPCYG Middler Shepherd

        Groups

   6:30 p.m. WPCYG Senior High

        Shepherd Groups

MONDAY

    9:00 a.m. Prayer in the Sanctuary

   (thru 1pm)

TUESDAY

    9:00 a.m. Prayer in the Sanctuary

   (thru 1pm)

  12:00 p.m. Zoom Administrative

          Committee Meeting

   4:00 p.m. Middler’s Bible Study

        in Green Lot

   7:00 p.m. Westminster Book Club

        in Green Lot

WEDNESDAY

   3:00 p.m. It’s Elementary Pop-Up

        in the Green Lot

    8:00 p.m. Zoom Music Gathering

THURSDAY

  12:00 p.m. Zoom Finance Committee

        Meeting

   3:30 p.m. WPCYG in the Green Lot

Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ Bʑʑʍ Cʎʗʄ

The Westminster Book Club will meet In the Green lot on Tuesday, November 
3 at 6pm (NEW TIME: to be able to be done before it gets dark!). In case of 
rain, we will hold the session on GoToMeeting. Send Ellen Stevenson an email 
(ellens7377@gmail.com) if you want the log in information to join the meeting.  

This month, Kathryn Algary will lead our discussion of The Yellow House: A 
Memoir by Sarah Broom.  A brilliant, haunting and unforgettable memoir from 
a stunning new talent about the inexorable pull of home and family, set in a 
shotgun house in New Orleans East beginning in 1961.

Please join us - new people are always welcome.

About this same week 24 years ago, I worked for the United Way of 
Greenville County. This time of year was always busy for them due to the fact 
that their annual campaign was in full swing. So, when the phone rang on the 
morning of Election Day in 1996, I answered it assuming the person on the other 
line would be calling in with a phenomenal pledge report. This particular call, 
however, came from Tod Hyche, whom I had met a few weeks earlier when he 
had volunteered with the campaign. He did not call to give an impressive report, 
but simply to ask, “Hey, Meg, do you want to go to lunch?’’ After stuttering 
and stalling, I told him that I couldn’t because I needed to go vote. He jokingly 
responded, “Do you even know who is running?” I paused and decided not to 
make any more excuses and answered, “Yes!” We headed to lunch together that 
day, and the rest is history! 

Coincidently, the summer of 1996 was special to me for another reason. The 
Olympic Torch Relay traveled through Greenville in route to Atlanta, Georgia. If 
you have ever watched the Opening Ceremonies of the Olympic Games, then you 
have seen the relay runner carrying the fl aming torch burst into the arena. With 
the crowds in full blown cheer, the runner ignites the Olympic Torch to signify 
the beginning of the games. On television, the Olympic Torch Run appears to be 
a simple production, but for Roxanne Cromartie, my boss at the time, and for me, 
the torch relay manifested into quite an undertaking. The Olympic Committee 
tasked United Ways across America to select 5500 “Community Heroes” to run 
the Olympic Torch. This assignment presented as an eff ortless job; just select 
the most important people in the Upstate and call it a day! But, how does a 
committee decide what makes a person a “Community Hero” and one worthy of 
carrying the torch?

Aren’t we fortunate that God doesn’t use committees to select just a few for 
his Work! God allows everyone the privilege to be a carrier of his gospel torch to 
accomplish his divine plan. There is a portion of the relay for each to run so that 
others see the light of God that we carry. Together we make up an entire relay 
team with many gifts and talents to contribute to Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and its work near and far. Going back to days of United Way lingo, we 
must all do our “fair share” in running this race.

When I think back to Tod’s question to me that day, I realize that my answer 
changed the entire course of my life and his. Now, I am posing a question to the 
members of our congregation which hopefully will be recalled in 24 years as a 
life-changing one. How did you carry the torch on your leg of the race in the 
fall of 2020? Faithfully? Sacrifi cially? Did you hold it high even though it was a 
heavy load to bear? My hope is that everyone’s answer will be a yes.

Dʃʛʎʋʉʊʖ Sʃʘʋʐʉ Tʋʏʇ:

Remember to turn your

clocks back

one hour this

Saturday, October 31.

JʗʕʖFʃʋʖʊ: Fʃʋʖʊ ʃʐʆ Rʃʅʋʃʎ Eʓʗʋʖʛ
Just Faith meets Mondays at 6p on ZOOM. For information, previously 
registered class members may call Susan McLeod (787-6262) or Bill Holt (982-
3368). 

Hʋʍʋʐʉ Gʔʑʗʒ

On Saturday, November 7, the Hiking Group is scheduled for a hike to 
Whitewater Falls. Bob Vannoy will lead the hike.  Bob’s contact information is 
640-9073 or bobvannoy47@gmail.com.

Bʃʕʍʇʖʄʃʎʎ Rʇʉʋʕʖʔʃʖʋʑʐ
The Session will decide at its stated meeting in November whether or not 
Westminster will participate in church basketball this year.  If you would 
like to register your child, in the event that WPC does participate, you may 
do so at our website at https://wpc-online.org/events-registration/youth-
basketball/.  If the Session decides that Westminster will not participate, all 
fees will be refunded.
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Pʃʔʖʋʅʋʒʃʖʋʐʉ ʋʐ ʙʑʔʕʊʋʒ ʈʔʑʏ ʊʑʏʇ ʑʐ Sʗʐʆʃʛ ʏʑʔʐʋʐʉ?
Our pre-recorded service will continue to air on our website at 9am, and on 
our social media platforms.  Our in-person worship service will air on our 
website via livestream at 11:15a.  The Harbinger that you receive in the mail 
will be for our pre-recorded worship.  If you would like the Harbinger for our 
11:15am livestream worship, you may download it from our website at https://
wpc-online.org/sermon-archive.


