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Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Preparation for Worship
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

  Sunday, August 28, 2022 |On Demand on Facebook & YouTube|10a

 Welcome and Announcements
    Leader:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
    People:  And also with you.

 Minute for History:  WPC@75                                                                   Will Quinn 

 Prelude                     Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                  Utterback

* Call to Worship                                                                                    Isaiah 40:28, 31
    Leader:   Have you not known?  Have you not heard?
          The Lord is the everlasting God,
          the Creator of the ends of the earth.
 People: God does not faint or grow weary.
  God’s understanding is unsearchable.
 Leader: Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.
 People: They shall mount up with wings like eagles.
  They shall run and not be weary,
  they shall walk and not faint.
 All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn #32      “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

  Prayer of Confession
      Gracious and holy God,
       we know that we have behaved in ways
       that are inconsistent with the gospel.
      We have accumulated wealth and possessions,
       when Jesus asks his disciples
       to deny themselves and follow him.
      We have focused our energies
       on what would improve our own lives,
       when Jesus asks us to love neighbor,
       stranger, and enemy alike.
      We have turned our back on others’ suff ering,
       when Jesus asks us to carry another’s cross.
      Forgive us, O Lord, for we have practiced a shallow faith.
      Renew our minds and reshape our imagination,
       so that we may do justice, love kindness,
       and walk humbly with you every day.  Amen.
*   Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri                                                                                              Hymnal, #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

 The Sacrament of Baptism                                                      William Tyler Dickens

Children in K5 - fi rst grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Responding to God’s Word

    * Affi rmation of Faith                                                            The Apostles’ Creed
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
         and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
         who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
         born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
         was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
         the third day he rose again from the dead;
         he ascended into heaven,
         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
         from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Ghost;
         the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
         the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
         and the life everlasting.  Amen.

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
     and the glory, forever.  Amen.

   Offering                                                                   

          Anthem                           He Never Failed Me Yet                                      Ray

       *  Doxology                                                                               Hymnal, #606

          Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
          all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly 
          host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

          * Prayer of Dedication

Hearing God’s Word
  Prayer for Illumination
  Gospel Lesson, Mark 8:27-34 p. 820
     Epistle Lesson, Ephesians 3:14-21 p. 950

   Leader:     The Word of the Lord.
   People:   Thanks be to God.  

  Sermon                                     “God’s Geometry”

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching 
Mary Kathleen Duncan, liturgist
Bill Holt, sponsor
Jaime Satterfi eld, lay reader
Todd Monsell, organist
Ian Bracchitta, upright bass
Reed Halvorson, cajon
The Summer Choir
Parks Workman, head usher
Ginny Reed, Jordan Smith, Tom Vanderbloemen,
Parks Workman, Nikki Grumbine, greeters
Leenie Jones, acolyte

   * Hymn #826 “Lift High the Cross"             

* Charge and Benediction

 * Congregational Response                                                             Hymnal, #740           

Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.  Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

   * Postlude             I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing                     Hayes

*All who are able may stand

Cʑʐʐʇʅʖ ʙʋʖʊ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ
Looking for ways to be involved? 
Please complete a Connection Card 
from the Ritual of Friendship pad and 
place it in the offering plate to express 
interest or sign up for an opportunity.

Wʇʎʅʑʏʇ ʖʑ WPC!
Please fi ll out a name tag and fi nd 
more information about WPC at the 
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First 
time visitors are also invited to take 
home a WPC mug.

Nʗʔʕʇʔʛ

Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The Nursery 
is located on the mezzanine level.  
The entrance is at Westminster Drive, 
at the columbarium or near the 
Westminster Weekday School offi ces.

Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ Bʃʉʕ

Each Sunday we offer worship 
bags in the atrium for children.  The 
worship bags are designed to include 
reusable items that engage children 
in open ended play during worship. 
While children attend worship with 
their families, they can participate 
in worship and play to make 
foundational layers of meaning for 
faith.  Please return the zipper bag 
and its contents each Sunday.  This 
shift to reusable items demonstrates 
how we value hospitality and care for 
creation.

Worship Notes

75ʖʊ Cʇʎʇʄʔʃʖʋʑʐ

To register for the September 22nd 
Celebration at the Poinsett Club, see 
the link in the e-News and on the 
church website at www.wpc-online.
org. Or, you may call the church offi ce.

Thank you to the 350+ volunteers 
who packed a total of 75,168 meals 
with Rise Against Hunger!

Save the Date!

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.  O 
Divine Master, grant that I may not seek so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.  For it is in giving that 
we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life.  Amen.
      Francis of Assisi

Bʃʒʖʋʕʏ

This morning we welcome into our 
fellowship William Tyler Dickens.  

Join Us in Welcoming

Sʗʏʏʇʔ/Fʃʎʎ
Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ Sʅʊʇʆʗʎʇ

We will continue our summer worship 
schedule of one worship service at 
10a through Sunday, September 4.

Bʋʔʖʊʕ

The birth of a daughter, Mary Allen 
Boan, to Blair & Miranda Boan on 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022.

The birth of a daughter, Margaret 
Sims Buice, to Will & Stacy Buice on 
Thursday, August 11, 2022.

With Thanksgiving We Celebrate

Jim Bickelhaupt on the death 
of his mother, Elizabeth Hunt, in 
Spartanburg - 8/16/2022.

We Remember in Prayer

Nʇʙ Mʇʏʄʇʔʕ

We welcomed the following new 
members into our fellowship on  
Sunday, August 21, 2022:
• Billy & Teresa Webster joined by 

transfer from First Presbyterian, 
Spartanburg.



Cʑʐʉʔʇʉʃʖʋʑʐʃʎ Mʇʇʖʋʐʉ,
Sʇʒʖʇʏʄʇʔ 11ʖʊ:

The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, September 11, 
immediately following the 11:15a worship service.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
vote on the terms of call for Leigh Stuckey as Executive Associate Pastor for Faith 
Formation, and to elect the members of the 2022 Nominating Committee.    

The Session presents the following slate for election to the Nominating Committee: 

Neil Shurley (chair, Session member)     
Jacob Barker (Session member)
Lindsey Donlan (Session member)
Susan Grier (Session member)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 28 - September 4, 2022

Sunday, August 28

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

       9:40a Sunday Session Meeting

    10:00 Worship Service

     11:00 After Worship Fellowship

        with donuts

     Youth Parent Meeting

    11:30 Pleasant Valley Volunteer

        Training

Tuesday, August 30

    12:00p Al-Anon Group Meeting

       4:00 Gifts & Gratitude

        Committee Meeting

Wednesday, August 31

      2:30p It’s Elementary begins

       4:30 Junior & Senior Choristers

      6:00 Music Director Search

        Committee Meeting

       7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 4

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

       9:00a Membership Committee

        Meeting   

       9:40 Sunday Session Meeting

    10:00 Worship Service

     11:00 After Worship Fellowship

        with donuts

Church Staff

Ben Dorr 
Pastor & Head of Staff

bdorr@wpc-online.org

Leigh Stuckey
Associate Pastor 

lstuckey@wpc-online.org

Mary Kathleen Duncan
Associate Pastor

mkduncan@wpc-online.org

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor

lslingerland@wpc-online.org

Julia Watkins
Associate Pastor

jwatkins@wpc-online.org

Amos Workman 
Parish Associate

aworkman@wpc-online.org

Rosemary Hughes
Interim Director of Music

rhughes@wpc-online.org

Lauren Hood
Associate Director of Youth Ministry

lhood@wpc-online.org

Kathryn Knauer 
Children’s Choir Coordinator 
kknauer@wpc-online.org

Todd Monsell
Organist

tmonsell@wpc-online.org

Cara Puntch 
Weekday School Director 

cpuntch@wpc-online.org

Pam Schook
Financial Secretary

pschook@wpc-online.org

Pʔʑʌʇʅʖ Hʑʕʖ Sʑʗʒ Kʋʖʅʊʇʐ

Volunteer with Project Host soup 
kitchen, which serves some of 
our most vulnerable neighbors.  
The next available dates are 
September 13 and 27 (9a-1p).  Sign 
up at www.wpc-online.org or write 
“Project Host” on your Connection 
Card.

OPEN MINDS • Serving with WPC Gathering@WPC

Cʊʋʎʋ Cʑʑʍ-Oʈʈ! 

Calling all Chili contestants! Please 
contact Coleman Dixon (864-
607-8778 or colemandixon@
hotmail.com) if you're interested in 
participating and seeing if your chili 
is a winner! Mark your calendars 
for the churchwide chili cook-off 
on October 2 after worship in the 
Fellowship Hall brought to you by 
the church and the Women of 
Westminster. Hʃʄʋʖʃʖ ʈʑʔ Hʗʏʃʐʋʖʛ

Aʄʔʃʊʃʏ Bʗʋʎʆ

Throughout the fall, Westminster 
is partnering with Habitat for 
Humanity in an exciting new way! 
We will participate alongside 
other Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
congregations in an Abraham Build, 
named for the three faith traditions 
that count Abraham among their 
ancestors. Together, we will build 
a home in the historic Nicholtown 
community, while also building 
relationships with one another 
and our neighbors of diverse faith 
backgrounds. Sign up at www.
wpc-online.org or contact Tony 
Atkins (tony@indconinc.com) to 
get involved.

SUPPERS WITH SEVEN                       Sʇʒʖʇʏʄʇʔ – Nʑʘʇʏʄʇʔ 2022
The summer vacation season is drawing to a close and it's time to get back into 
our regular schedules. Are you ready to get back together with Westminster 
members?  What about enjoying meals with other Westminster members?  
“Suppers With Seven” is seven persons - some couples, some singles, some 
older and some younger - gathering for a series of two or three meals over a 
two-month period of time.  It is a great way to establish or renew relationships 
with other Westminster members. To sign up, return this form to the church 
office, or fill out the online form on the church website by navigating to the 
Suppers With Seven page. The deadline to sign up is Monday, August 29.

Name(s): _______________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________

Please check as many as apply:
______ I/We would be willing to host a first gathering of seven or so people. 
______ I/We cannot host the first gathering, but would consider a subsequent one. 
______ I/We cannot host but would like to be part of a group.

Bʃʕʍʇʖʄʃʎʎ Rʇʉʋʕʖʔʃʖʋʑʐ

Children and youth ages 5K-grade 12 are invited to register for the church 
basketball season.  Online player registration opens Sunday, August 28 and 
continues through Sunday, October 2.  Registration may be accessed on 
the church’s website at www.wpc-online.org.WPC members interested in 
being a coach or assistant coach may contact Bryant Puntch (864-915-
5686).

Mʇʐ ʑʈ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ

The Men of Westminster will 
have their monthly gathering 
on Wednesday, August 31, at the 
Blockhouse (1619 Augusta Rd.), 
starting at 6p.  We will be meeting 
in the banquet room.

Sarah Beasley
Randy Blouin
David Hanor
Lydia Kellett
Gaye Sprague

WʇʕʖCʑʐʐʇʅʖ

Looking to nurture lasting 
friendships and grow in faith?  
You’re invited to participate in 
WestConnect, a new ministry of 
small groups meeting regularly on 
a seasonal basis to share life, pray, 
and study together.  Beginning in 
early October, WestConnect will 
gather for a 6-week series on Jesus’ 
parables.  Contact Julia Watkins 
to learn more, or complete the 
WestConnect interest form on the 
website.

When was the last time you wrote a letter? Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and 
his prayer for them in chapter 3 is beautiful and inspiring. There is so much to 
unpack from just 7 verses. I’d like to highlight one topic - using communication 
to uplift those who you helped to root.  

Over the course of my short lifetime, communication has advanced 
signifi cantly. While Paul used letters, we often use text, social media, email, and 
phone calls to connect. As communication has become easier it has also become 
more casual. I’ve been thankful to facetime SC family when we lived in Texas, 
connect from distant locations during waves of the pandemic, text photos to 
my college roommate to share our lives, and even send a quick message to my 
husband to say I’m on the way home from work. There are many perks to our 
modern interaction tools, but I do wonder if we have lost the most special and 
meaningful exchanges that previously came in the form of a real letter. In a time 
when it is easy to share on social media, send a snapchat, or even a text, as God’s 
people, let’s use the incredible communication tools at our fi ngertips to do more 
than “like” things. I am inspired by Paul’s letter. We don’t have to use pen and 
paper, but I hope we can still use the communication tools at our disposal to 
encourage one another in faith.  The next time you commit to pray for someone- 
maybe write it out and send it in a text, email, or comment. 

When Paul penned his letter to the Ephesians, he was imprisoned and awaiting 
trial. He was writing to encourage them in their young faith. He had spent time 
pouring into these people and now he is separated from them. August is an 
interesting time of year and it can be a time of new separation. I’m far removed 
from my school days, but August rather than January seems like the beginning 
of the year. My children have started back to kindergarten and 3rd grade. My 
neighbor just moved her youngest to college. Some are starting new jobs. Some 
have joined the military. These “leaving the nest” moments happen all year and 
are certainly a highlight of every August. As we “go” into the world or watch 
others we have invested in “go” into the world, we hope they are rooted in love. 
I imagine the Ephesians receiving Paul’s letter and reading his prayer for them. 
Maybe this week we can all think of someone we have helped to root in love and 
send them a prayer. Who have you impacted as a teacher, coach, sibling, parent, 
coworker? I promise there is someone who would be encouraged in their faith to 
hear from you. If you are not sure what to say – use Paul’s prayer as a guide.  Pray 
they would be strengthened in faith and have the power to know the vastness of 
God’s love, so they may feel full in every place they have ever felt empty.  

The tools of communication have changed. May we use them for fun and for 
work etc. but not forget that words can be powerful. Let’s take advantage of our 
modern tools to encourage growth in our brothers and sisters who are rooted in 
love. 



From 1947-2007, Westminster had grown from a group of 23 people who 
were encouraged by First Presbyterian Church to give birth to a new church 
in the “developing Augusta Road area.”  By 2007 total active membership 
stood at 1,463.  New fellowship groups were emerging to encourage 
members of our much larger church to involve themselves in smaller, 
more intimate gatherings.  Two new groups in 2007 were Connections and 
the Centering Prayer Group, an outgrowth of the 2006 November Nights 
class taught by Associate Pastor Dave Carlson.  February 2007 brought 
the Lenten and Mission Festival, which featured an international theme 
and brought attention to 14 missions in which WPC was involved.  Mission 
work in Asia, Africa and The Dominican Republic were highlighted with 
individual stations, where WPC members explained and demonstrated 
their different work.

With continued growth in new members every month, Susan McLarty, our 
Volunteer Coordinator, helped assimilate these members into the mission 
life of the church.  The New Member Assimilation Committee assisted in 
fi nding where newcomers could put their gifts and talents to good work.  
Barbara Stoop was honored by the DAR with a Community Service Award 
based on her many years of work with the Girl Scouts at the Pleasant Valley 
Connection.  The summer of 2007 saw 15 Westminster youth attend the 
Montreat Youth Conference, accompanied by Elder Donn James and 
several other adults.  The keynote speaker was the Reverend Scott Phillips, 
brother of WPC Associate Pastor, Steve Phillips.

After many capital campaigns, 2008 was the beginning of discussions 
to enlarge the sanctuary.  Out of these discussions came “A Place for 
Everyone,” the campaign to raise $6M to fi nish the plans that grew out 
of Freeman & Major’s 25 Year Plan.  In addition to making badly needed 
renovations to the existing building, the sanctuary was enlarged from 
seating for 368 to 676.  The administrative wing would be completely 
renovated as well and would enclose the area formerly occupied as the 
Jenny Lee Easley Lounge and meditation garden into the Atrium we now 
enjoy.  The formal dedication of the new sanctuary was held on August 
30, 2009, when Lud Weaver preached a sermon entitled “I belong to…”  
Former Pastor Zane Moore was also on hand to participate in worship.  
The amazing, renovated and enlarged sanctuary was completed down 
to the last brick to resemble the former building’s interior.  By late 2009 
the church’s 25-year building plan had been accomplished.  The carefully 
documented history of Westminster came to a close around this time with 
the publishing of Sue Inman’s wonderful book, Growing in Faith – A History 
of Westminster Presbyterian Church (2007).

With continuing growth in technology, Live Stream Worship was begun in 
2009.  Christ Care groups emerged and became active; Westminster held 
its 20th Service of Memory and Celebration, honoring those members 
who had passed away during the year.  In 2010 WPC became a member 
of GAIHN (Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network – now known as 
IHN and part of United Ministries).  This mission work involved individual 
churches physically hosting families dealing with homelessness; families 
lived and were provided meals at a host church for a week at a time and 
then moved to another host church.  

Join us September 11 for Kick-Off Sunday.
Register on the WPC website for breakfast ($8 adults; $5 children), and 
come learn more about many of WPC’s ministries.

  • 9a Breakfast and Connection Fair
  • 10a Sunday School
  • 11:15a Worship
  • 12:15p Congregational Meeting

On September 18, we’ll resume worship services at 9a and 11:15a with 
Sunday School at 10a.

Adult Sunday School (September 11-October 23)

Led by Leigh Stuckey
Daughters & Disciples: Women in the New Testament
led by Leigh Stuckey
Room 209

Often when we think of the New Testament we remember Jesus’ 
12 disciples and the Apostle Paul, but women’s stories are critical to 
Jesus’ early ministry and the spread of the gospel in the fi rst century.  
From Elizabeth and Anna to the Samaritan woman and Paul’s early 
supports, women’s stories are rich and can help inform modern 
discipleship.  Join us for this lecture-style class.

Perspectives on Science and Faith
led by John MacCarthy
Room 212

This course will be structured around discussions of questions such as 
the following: What is science? What is religion? What is the purpose of 
science? What is the purpose of religion? Is there scientifi c evidence 
for the existence of God? Do astrophysics and evolution disprove 
the existence of the God of Hebrew scriptures? How are scientifi c 
and religious realities similar and different? How are scientifi c and 
religious thought similar and different? Is science fundamentally anti-
religious? Is religion fundamentally anti-science? Are there ways in 
which they can support one another? What are miracles? Do they 
(did they) occur and what does science say? Does prayer “work?” Is 
religious experience “simply a brain state” or is it communion with 
God? What does science say about religious experience? What are 
scientifi c and religious perspectives on free will? Does God exist and 
are we able to know Him/Her/It?

welcome back!
Join WPC for Kick-Off  Sunday,

September 11

W E S T M I N S T E R    P R E S B Y T E R I A N    C H U R C H



Westminster had long been a church that offered such a varied 
program of activities for its members and families.  By 2013 the church 
was sponsoring 30 different basketball teams competing against many 
other churches.  Over the years, many adults headed this mammoth 
undertaking, including Forrest Harrison “Whitey” Kendall, Tommy Miller, Tim 
Raney, and Charles “Bubba” Puntch.

On September 29, 2013, Leigh Stuckey, a graduate of Presbyterian College 
and Princeton Theological Seminary, was ordained as Westminster’s 
Associate Pastor for Young Adults, Mission & Social Media.  Leigh quickly 
became a strong and gifted teacher and preacher who brought the word 
to the congregation, both from the lectern and the pulpit.  

WPC was fortunate to host the Moderator of the General Assembly (Rev. 
Dr. Heath Rada) around this time.  Westminster Weekday School, opened 
in 1966, was expanded and now serving hundreds of children from WPC 
and the community at large.  Always local mission minded, WPC donated 
$100K to The City of Greenville Housing Authority to facilitate a trust fund 
for affordable housing.  

On May 28, 2017, Clemson University and Columbia Theological Seminary 
graduate, Mary Kathleen Duncan, was installed as Associate Pastor for 
Youth & Their Families.  She told me recently that her call to ministry 
occurred when she was 12 and never waned.  That same year, Westminster 
built another Habitat for Humanity house, one of several in recent years.

In 2018, long time Senior Pastor and Head of Staff, Lud Weaver, retired 
along with his wife, Jean, our Parish Associate.  The Weavers had informed 
the Session of their plans to retire well in advance of this date; this facilitated 
a seamless transition in leadership.  Barb Stoop, long-time Associate Pastor 
for Children, retired in the summer of 2019.  

After a diligent and thorough search, on February 10, 2019, Ben Dorr was 
installed as our sixth Senior Pastor and Head of Staff.  Ben, his wife Heather, 
and sons Cooper and Sam, quickly assimilated into the Westminster 
family.  Ben’s preaching and gentle nature has served WPC so well in the 
4 years he has led our congregation.  Ben came to WPC from Northridge 
Presbyterian Church in Dallas; he’s a graduate of Carleton College and 
Princeton Theological Seminary.

On February 2, 2020, Lauren Slingerland was ordained and installed 
as Associate Pastor for Children & Their Families.  A graduate of Furman 
University and Columbia Theological Seminary, and a former educator, 
Lauren is the “host” of It’s Elementary and Vacation Bible School, among 
other jobs.  Her elementary education background and loving personality 
are serving us well.  It’s Elementary is in its 26th year.  

Rounding out our Pastoral Staff, Julia Watkins was installed as Associate 
Pastor for Mission & Congregational Life on October 17, 2021.  Julia graduated 
from Davidson College and Princeton Theological Seminary; as with all of 
our Pastors, her sermons are meaningful, relevant, and inspiring.

The Giants of Westminster 
Throughout its 75 year history, like any other family of faith, the majority 

of jobs and responsibilities at Westminster have been undertaken by 
volunteers.  As I close out this fi nal piece on WPC’s history, I would be remiss 
not to include what I will refer to as “The Giants of Westminster.”  This is a 
group of people whose names should be given to new members – never 
to be forgotten.  They are the people no longer among us, who built our 
church, day in and day out, brick by brick, by repeatedly being at the front 
of the line to do the jobs and take on the responsibilities necessary for 
Westminster to thrive.  These individuals served God’s people both within 
our doors as well as out in the community and around the world.  Some were 
among the 23 original pioneers who left First Presbyterian Church in 1947; 
others were charter members later in the 1940’s.  All were ordained by God 
to serve as Elders or Deacons for more than one term.  Many also served 

as Trustees as well.  All gave sacrifi cially of their time, talents and resources 
and never said “No – not this year.”  These incredibly dedicated men and 
women, with their families, were at the church every time the doors were 
open.  The scriptures, values and moral teachings at WPC were a code 
they lived by and is what they taught their children.  They were sinners in 
need of God’s grace, but the way they lived their lives was a testament 
of thanksgiving for His grace.  They were chairs/members of the many 
building/capital campaigns to enlarge and improve our physical plant.  
They were Sunday School teachers, Superintendents, Youth leaders, and 
basketball coaches.  They were the ones who went to the bank on some 
Mondays when meeting the church’s payroll was in  doubt.  They were 
chairs/members of the many pastoral search committees who brought us 
so many gifted pastors.  They served the Denomination as members/chairs 
of Presbytery Council, the Synod of the South and as Commissioners of the 
General Assembly.  These giants stayed when hundreds were leaving, and 
courageously worked to bring people together.  They were the genesis for 
many local missions on whose boards they served and supported.  They 
were loving, supportive friends of their pastors – even after they moved 
on in their careers.  They were the ones who were vocal about the need for 
benevolences and mission mindedness.  They encouraged us to take risks 
when the result could serve God’s people better.  They stood in front of 
the church offi ce to greet everyone who walked by as an informal greeter 
for decades.  They said we need to dream again.  Everyone in WPC’s family 
of faith volunteers from time to time, yet these were the ones who did 
every job in the church repeatedly and never said no.  May God’s people 
know about and always remember their names and try to emulate their 
unwavering dedication to Westminster:

Fred Carpenter

over






