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Second Sunday of Advent
Preparation for Worship

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings. Keep
our conduct blameless, and help our hearts to be watchful and expectant, so that
we might see the good you have planted in our neighbors, and greet with joy the
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. Amen.

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Welcome and Announcements
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

9a Bryant & Cara Puntch, Anna, Claire, and Charlie
1:15a Mike & Joanie Martin and Tate
Prelude Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hayes
Choral Introit 11:15a Awake! Awake, And Greet the New Morn Haugen

* Call to Worship Isaiah 40:1-3,5
Leader: = Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
People: Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid.
Leader: A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God."
People: Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn #93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates TRURO

* Prayer of Confession
Holy God, forgive us.
We have been complacent about the things
that matter most in life.
Our hearts have been selective about
which neighbors we will love.
Our faith has been feeble in the face of violence and evil.
We have worked hard at building our bank accounts,
but we have been negligent
about creating pathways for peace.
Have mercy on us and give us courage to face our fears.
Renew us with your strength and grace,
so that we might see your Son’s face
in neighbor and stranger alike.
Amen.
* Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri #581

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Sacrament of Baptism 9a William Hart Meyer

11:15a Ruthie Campbell Reid
Congregational Response Baptized in Water BUNESSAN
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11:15a Children in K5 - first grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Hearing God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson, Psalm 72:1-7 p. 464
New Testament Lesson, Matthew 3:1-12 p. 784

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Are You Headed to the River?”
Responding to God’s Word

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Choral Call to Prayer 11:15a While We Are Waiting, Come Cason
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering
Anthem Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hobby
* Doxology Hymnal, #606

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,
all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly
host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn #106 Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN
* Charge and Benediction

* Choral Response 11:15a My Heart Shall Sing arr. Cooney
* Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying Wold

Leading Worship this Morning

Ben Dorr, preaching
Lauren Slingerland, liturgist

*All who are able may stand

Tony Atkins, (9a), Lisa Mangione (11:15a), sponsors
Corey Sanders (9a), Grayson White (11:15a), lay readers

Todd Monsell, organist and pianist
The Chancel Choir (9a)

Daniel Knauer, mark tree

The Sanctuary Choir (11:15a)

Jacob Barker (9a), Ben Edwards (11:15a), head ushers
Jeff Beck, Laura Williams Sanders, Caroline Clark,
Durden Collins, Kevin Lancaster (9a), greeters

Russ Williams, Carl Muller, Mae Todd Mullins,

Emily Busby, Mary (11:15a), greeters
Bobby Hartman, Ellen Reynolds (9a),

Mary Eliza Duncan, Anna Clark Cameron (11:15a), acolytes

Worship Notes

NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of
experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near
the Westminster Weekday School
offices.

WORSHIP BAGs

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the atrium for children.
The worship bags are designed to
include reusable items that engage
children in open ended play during
worship.  While children attend
worship with their families, they can
participate in worship and play to
make foundational layers of meaning
for faith. Please retum the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday. This
shift to reusable items demonstrates
how we value hospitality and care for
creation.

CONNECT WITH WESTMINSTER
Looking for ways to be involved?
Please complete a Connection Card
from the Ritual of Friendship pad
and place it in the offering plate to
express interest or sign up for an
opportunity.

Join Us in Welcoming

BapTISMS

Thismorning at the 9a worship service,
we welcome into our fellowship
William Hart Meyer, son of John &
Maggie Meyer.

This moming at the 1:15a worship
service, we welcome into our
fellowship Ruthie Campbell Reid,
daughter of Allen & Katie Reid.

We Remember in Prayer

John Walker on the death of his
father, Jim Walker, in Charlotte, NC -
11/20/2022.

Gram Praytor on the death of his
father, Blake Praytor, in Greenville, SC
-11/24/2022.

OPEN HEARTS ¢« Giving@WPC

2023 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

As of Monday, November 28, we
have received $1,840,992 in pledges
toward our 2023 pledge goal of
$2,600,000. For your convenience,
you may pledge via our website at
wpc-online.org/pledge-today, you
may mail in your pledge, or send
your pledge by email to the Church
Financial Secretary, Pam Schook, at
pschook@wpc-online.org.
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Opportunities@WPC

US/MEXICO BORDER TRIP

Join Westminster to build relationships
and understanding across the US/
Mexico border. We will be serving
alongside Frontera de Cristo, a
ministry of the PC(USA). Trip dates are
February 11-17, 2023. Registration and
a non-refundable deposit are due by
December 9. Contact Julia Watkins for
more information.

CONNECTIONS GROUP

Come join Connections Luncheon
group for Brunch at Camp (2 E
Broad/Camperdown Plaza) on
Sunday, December 11 at 12:45p. RSVP
to Ruth Johnston (ruthjohnsts5i@
gmail.com) by Friday, December 9.
Newcomers are welcomel

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
ABRAHAM BUILD

Only two more dates remain to
volunteer. On December 8, 9, 10
(@am and pm shifts available), we'll be
putting the finishing touches on the

home. Sign-up on WPC's website.

GATEWAY TOUR

Learn more about WPC partner,
Gateway, which provides mental
health resources, with an emphasis
on relationships and skill-building as
vehicles for healing. On December
Ist, youre invited to tour Gateway
from 12-12:30p, with an option
to share lunch with program
participants afterwards. RSVP to

Julia Watkins.

PRAYER REQUESTS

As a congregation that prays with
and for one another, Westminster
invites you to share your prayer
requests using the cards located
in the Ritual of Friendship pad at
the end of each pew. You may
complete a card and leave it in the
offering plate so that the pastors
and/or prayer chain team may
pray for you. If you wish to join the
prayer chain, please indicate that
on your card.

RETIREMENT GIVING

Make Qualified Distributions from
your IRAs: Westminster members
age 70.5 and older can support
the church with a gift from their
Individual Retirement Account.
Qualified charitable distributions
from IRAs may offer tax advantages
while benefiting WPC’s local and
global ministries. Contact the
church office for more information.

Gathering@WPC

MEN OF WESTMINSTER
UPCOMING EVENTS

December Gathering -

Thursday, December 15

The Men of Westminster will have their
monthly gathering at the Blockhouse
Restaurant (1619 Augusta Rd). All men
of the church are invited.

WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER
UPCOMING EVENTS

Women of Westminster Retreat -
February 24 - 26,2023
at Montreat Conference Center

The Women of Westminster Retreat is
a time to unwind, experience peace
and relax. The immediate calm and
serenity as you come into Montreat
is apparent. It's truly beautiful. At
the Westminster Women’s Retreat,
our hope is that you experience
God in a new and powerful way;
learn something new about yourself
through the messages brought to us
by our speaker, Reverend Anne Apple;
meet new friends; grow relationships;
and have a getaway weekend for
yourself. Please join us for a weekend
of devotions, fellowship, music and
fun. Sign up now through January 20,
2023 via the WPC homepage. Single
rooms are first come, first serve and
fill up! Join up with a friend(s) to get
a double or guad room! Contact
the church office or Coleman Dixon,
Moderator, with any questions.

NEw MEMBERS

We welcomed the following new
members into our fellowship on
Sunday, November 27, 2022:

- David & Katie Phipps joined by
transfer from Buncombe Street
United Methodist. They have two
sons, Wyatt (13) and James (9).

Our Vision:
Open Minds Open Hearts

Our Pillars:

Hospitality
Generosity
Justice
Imagination
Joy

Our Goals:

Connect
Serve
Grow
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Church Staff

Ben Dorr
Pastor & Head of Staff
bdorr@wpc-online.org

Leigh Stuckey
Executive Associate Pastor
Istuckey@wpc-online.org

Mary Kathleen Duncan
Associate Pastor
mkduncan@wpc-online.org

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor
lslingerland@wpc-online.org

Julia Watkins
Associate Pastor
jwatkins@wpc-online.org

Amos Workman
Parish Associate
aworkman@wpc-online.org

Rosemary Hughes
Interim Director of Music
rhughes@wpc-online.org

Kathryn Knauer
Children’s Choir Coordinator
kknauer@wpc-online.org

Todd Monsell
Organist
tmonsell@wpc-online.org

Cara Puntch
Weekday School Director
cpuntch@wpc-online.org

Pam Schook
Financial Secretary
pschook@wpc-online.org

Michelle Little
Office Manager
michelle@wpc-online.org

Wendy Bagley
Secretary
wendy@wpc-online.org

Aly Friend
Director of Nurseries
alyfriend@wpc-online.org

Steve Phillips
Building Supervisor
sphillips@wpc-online.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 4 - 11,2022

Sunday, December 4

Second Sunday of Advent
9:00a Worship Service
Membership Committee Meeting

10:00 Sunday School

10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service

12:30p Women of Westminster

Advent Luncheon
5:00p Cherub Choir Christmas
Middler Youth Group
5:15 Senior High Choir Rehearsal
6:00 Youth Dinner
6:30 Middler Choir Rehearsal
Senior High Youth Group

Monday, December 5
8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, December 6
12:00p Al-Anon Group Meeting
Administrative Committee
Meeting

Wednesday, December 7
2:30p It’s Elementary
4:30 Junior & Senior Choristers
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 8
9:30a Weekday School Chapel (3K)
9:45 Weekday School Chapel (5K)
10:00 Weekday School Chapel (4K)
Thursday Bible Study
12:00p Finance Committee Meeting
8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
7:30a WestConnect -
Philip Land Group
9:00 Worship Service
Witness & Service Committee
Meeting
10:00 Sunday School
10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service
12:30p Stated Session Meeting
12:45 Connections Group Meeting
5:00 Middler Group Meeting
5:15 Senior High Choir Rehearsal
6:00 Youth Dinner
6:30 Middler Choir Rehearsal
Senior High Youth Group

the
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From the Pews, Mark Matlock

PREPARING THE WAY

It was a little after Labor Day a few years ago when Kathy and I walked into
the At Home store near Woodruff Road. Temperatures were in the 80s, Clemson
had just started its football season and there wasn’t a snowball in sight.

As we entered the store in shorts and flip flops, what appears before my
wondering eyes but miniature sleighs and tiny reindeer ... and Santas of every
shape and size ... and holiday lights and trees and decorations and elves and
tinsel and on and on. I mean, ¢’'mon people: Christmas in early September?

Sometimes we get too caught up in the secular side of Christmas. Our
consumer-based society has spawned “mission creep.” It used to be that
Thanksgiving was the official kickoff of the season. Today that idea is almost
quaint as the priming of the Christmas spending pump begins earlier and earlier.

It’s up to us as Christians to keep our eyes on the prize embodied in our dear
Savior’s birth. But how? That partially can come through home rituals: reading
devotionals, lighting Advent wreaths or opening Advent calendars. It also can
be achieved by service and giving: volunteering at Meals on Wheels or United
Ministries or the International Christmas Festival here at WPC.

Advent is about preparation much like the work of John the Baptist before
Jesus began his ministry (“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare

’ %

the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ” Matthew 3:1-12).

We prepare by keeping the faith, helping others and guiding our children
to what matters most: the eternal grace and forgiveness of God through Jesus.
Then we can filter out the drumbeat of consumerism and listen to the endearing

message of love and hope revealed in a manger more than 2,000 years ago.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to listen quietly to your Word and prepare
faithfully during this season of anticipation and hope. Let us be stewards of

your world and proclaimers of your Word. Amen.
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CHERUB CHOIR CHRISTMAS

You are invited to join your church family in celebrating the birth of Christ
through scripture and song as presented by our Cherub Choir this Sunday,
December 4, at 5p in the Sanctuary. A punch-and-cookies reception will
follow in the Atrium.

R NN

Adult Sunday School (November 6-December 11)

Short Sermon, Big Impact: Exploring the Sermon on the Mount
led by Leigh Stuckey Room 212

The Sermon on the Mount is perhaps Jesus’ best known and most widely
repeated set of sayings. In it, Jesus sets out an alternative vision for the
world, one in which God, not Caesar, is king. God’s kingship has implications
for all of our living, but our familiarity with the Sermon on the Mount (and
particularly the Lord’s Prayer) has dulled us to its call. Join Leigh for this
lecture style class that explores modern implications for the Lord’s Prayer
and the little sermon.

Houw to be Perfec t
led by Ted Gentry Room 209

Drawing on the acclaimed book of the same title by television writer and
producer Mike Schur (Brooklyn 99, Parks and Recreation, The Good Place,
etc), this course seeks to talk in everyday language about guestions
of moral philosophy. What does it mean to be “good”? Why should we
bother? If we practice, and understand the tools of moral philosophy, can
we actually behave better?

We will tackle guestions as simple as whether to retum a shopping cart
to the corral in the parking lot, and as complex as cancel culture and
abortion. We will be applying slippery ideas to a complex and frustrating
world, so the answers may not always be satisfactory. But the premise of
the course is that thinking carefully about what we are doing, and why we
are doing it, will help us to be better people.

We will also hear from Todd May, retired Professor of Philosophy at Clemson
and adviser to Schur on The Good Place and on How to Be Perfec t.
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Mark your calendars:

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET
AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Prepare your mind and heart for the coming of the Christ child
while exploring Christmas traditions and fair trade gifts in the
Alternative Gift Market and International Christmas Festival.
On December 4 and 11, there will be a small-scale gift market
in the Sanctuary Atrium following the 11:15a worship service.
On December 18, we'll gather in the Sanctuary Atrium during
the Sunday School hour to explore traditions and artisan crafts
from around the world. There are many ways to get involved
including hosting a country table, running check out, and
providing hospitality. Find out more information by contacting
Lauren Slingerland at lslingerland@wpc-online.org.
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Advent & Christmas at Westminster

December 4 Second Sunday of Advent
Women of Westminster Advent Luncheon
12:30p in the Fellowship Hall
Cherub Choir Christmas
5p in the Sanctuary

December 11 Third Sunday of Advent
Children's Musical
11:15a in the Sanctuary

December 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
The 62nd Annual Service of Lessons & Carols
9 & 11:15a in the Sanctuary

The International Christmas Festival
10a (the Sunday School hour)

December 24 Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
4p and 6p in the Sanctuary
(overflow in the Sanctuary Atrium)

December 25 One Worship Service
11:15a in the Sanctuary
reception following service in Sanctuary Atrium

January 1 One Worship Service
11:15a in the Sanctuary
reception following service in Sanctuary Atrium

POINSETTIA/ENDOWMENT/HERITAGE LECTURE MEMORIALS

Those who wish to remember loved ones during the Christmas Season
may do so in three ways. Poinsettias for the sanctuary may be purchased
for $15.00 or you may give to either the Endowment or Heritage Lecture
Funds. Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary at the Lessons & Carols and
Christmas Eve Services. Please fill out the slip below or contact the church
office, 232-2424. Donors may pick up their poinsettias after the Christmas
Eve Service you choose to attend. Orders must be placed by Wednesday,
December 7.

Donor

In Memory of

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Honor of

Poinsettias x $15.00 =$______ Endowment._______ Heritage Lecture: ______
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