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Pentecost

We Remember in Prayer
Erika Grace on the death of her 
mother, Alice Schreiber, on Friday, 
May 10, 2024, in Greer.

N
Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The 
Nursery is located on the mezzanine 
level.  The entrance is at Westminster 
Drive, at the columbarium or near 
the Westminster Weekday School 
offi ces. The Family Lounge, located 
down the stairs from the front offi ce 
and straight down the hallway on 
the right, is available for any child 
caregiver and includes worship 
livestream, comfortable seating, and 
a changing table.

Texts for vocal solos 
and choral music may 
be found online by 
scanning this QR code.

WORSHIP NOTES

S  S : T   N

During the spring season, our sermon 
series will explore the question, 
“What does the early church have to 
teach us?”  We will look at how the 
early church is described in the New 
Testament, and explore how those 
descriptions are related to being 
God’s church in the 21st century.  
Our topic this Sunday is being an 
amateur.

With Thanksgiving We Celebrate
M
On Saturday, May 11, 2024, Ginny Reed 
and Christian Bernard were united in 
marriage at Westminster.

   Preparation for Worship

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching
Lauren Slingerland, liturgist
Whitney Blum, scripture reader
Todd Monsell, organist and pianist
Summer Choir, Rosemary Hughes, guest conductor
Clay Smoak, head usher
Mandy Pruitt, Zach Weaver, Ben Dillard,
Will Edwards, Kathryn Freedman, greeters

N  C '  C  - M  26
Children’s Church will not gather on 
May 26 due to the Memorial Day 
holiday. Children are encouraged to 
join their families in worship!

 Welcome and Announcements
    Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

     People:  And also with you.

Prelude                              The Spirit Comes Upon Us                                      Blake

* Call to Worship                                                                                                Psalm 104                                                                                          

     Leader:   O Lord, how manifold are your works!
     People:  In wisdom you have made them all;
               the earth is full of your creatures.
    Leader:   When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
               and you renew the face of the ground.
     People:  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
            I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
     All:    Let us worship God!

* Hymn 279                 Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove"

* Prayer of Confession
    Good and gracious God, 
     forgive us for listening to every voice but your own.
    We have let our fears triumph over our faith.
    We have pursued success instead of sacrifi ce,
     comfort instead of compassion,
     and are apathetic about your call to carry our neighbor’s cross.
    Shower us with mercy, O Lord, and send your Holy Spirit
     to reshape our minds and hearts again.
    Give us courage to live simply.
    Give us boldness to love generously.
    Give us grace to let go of what’s unnecessary.
    We ask it all in Christ’s holy name.  Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581                                                                                               

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

Children in K5 - fi rst grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word

Responding to God’s Word
    * Affi rmation of Faith   The Nicene Creed         

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucifi ed under Pontius Pilate; he suff ered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated on the right hand of the Father.  He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.
    We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorifi ed, who has spoken through 
the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen.

      The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
  Invitation

   The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
   Leader: The Lord be with you.
   People: And also with you.
   Leader: Lift up your hearts.
   People: We lift them to the Lord.
   Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
   People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven.
      Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
       as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil.
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
       and the glory, forever.  Amen.
   Words of Institution
   Distribution of the Elements

The bread will be held and taken together. The cup will be taken individually.
Music During Communion
                                             At the Lord's Table                                                  Smith
                                    Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                             Shackley

       Prayer after Communion

  Offering                                                                   
         Offertory                                                     Vaughan Williams/arr. Dietterich

        Come Down, O Love Divine

Hearing God’s Word
  Prayer for Illumination
  Old Testament Lesson, Ezekiel 37:1-5                                                               p. 704
    New Testament Lesson, Acts 2:1-21                                                                p . 885
   Leader:     The Word of the Lord.
   People:   Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                       "The Amateurs"

C  C  F
A special offering for the 
Congregational Care Fund is 
received on Communion Sundays.   
This fund is used to assist members 
of the congregation in a time 
of fi nancial need.  Please make 
checks payable to Westminster 
Presbyterian Church and mark for 
Congregational Care.

P  O
This annual offering taken by 
Presbyterian Churches goes to aid 
children, youth, and young adults. 
The money helps children at risk 
both here and abroad. Plus, a portion 
of the gifts strengthens ministries 
nurturing the faith of our young 
people and developing leaders of 
tomorrow. Twenty percent of the 
offering is retained by the local 
church. We invite you to participate 
in this vital ministry. Please make 
checks payable to Westminster 
Presbyterian Church and mark for 
Pentecost Offering.

God of glory, on this day long ago you began your Church, fi lling the disciples 
with your Holy Spirit.  Grant that we, the community you have created by water 
and Spirit, may be joined with them to love as Christ loved and live as Christ 
lived.  Send your Spirit to startle us and astound us, so that with steady minds 
and burning zeal, we would be faithful to your call and give our lives for your 
truth.  Amen.

 *  Doxology 606                                                                            
          Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
          all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly 
          host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
          * Prayer of Dedication
  *    Hymn 310      I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord"                           

*  Charge and Benediction
  *   Benediction Response, Hymn 750            

         "Goodness Is Stronger than Evil"
          Please join the choir in singing.

  *   Postlude                      Come, Holy Ghost, God, and Lord                               Ore
*All who are able may stand

WPC E  P
On May 20, 21, & 22, the church offi ce 
will be without power due to the 
onsite electrical project. Our staff will 
work from home during those days. If 
you need to reach the front offi ce, call 
the church’s main number, and your 
call will be forwarded to Michelle. You 
can still reach staff via email.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 19-26, 2024

Sunday, May 19
Pentecost
       9:00a Creation Stewardship Meeting
     Library Committee Meeting
     Summer Choir Rehearsal
       9:40 Sunday Session Meeting
     10:00 Worship Service w/communion
    11:00 BBQ Lunch
    12:00p Stated Session Meeting
       4:00 Youth Choir returns from Atlanta

Monday, May 20
Church Offi  ce Closed due to power project
      5:30p Personnel Committee Meeting
       8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, May 21
Church Offi  ce Closed due to power project
      12:00p Al-Anon Meeting
       6:00 Circle 7
     Men of Westminster Board Meeting

Wednesday, May 22
Church Offi  ce Closed due to power project

Thursday, May 23
     10:00a Thursday Bible Study
      3:45p 8th Grade Bible Study
        8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Sunday, May 26
Trinity Sunday
       9:40a Sunday Session Meeting
     10:00 Worship Service
    11:00 Donut Fellowship

T  S  D : 
Westminster is a proud supporter 
of Thornwell. Join our supply drive 
to support Thornwell's Foster Care 
Program, which works to provide 
children in need with safe homes 
to support trauma recovery and 
healing while their families cope with 
crisis. For a list of needed items, visit
https://qrco.de/betsMV or scan the QR 
code. You can drop off items at WPC 
throughout the month of May.

8  G  B  S

All 8th graders are invited to join us for 
a Relationships Bible Study on  May 23, 
from 3:45-4:45p.

L  C  B  - J  2
Kick off the summer with shrimp and 
sausage at WPC’s Low Country Boil.  
Share in the fun at Magnetic South 
Brewery in Judson Mill (701 Easley 
Bridge Rd. #4155, Greenville, 29611) on 
Sunday, June 2, from 5–7p. Families 
are welcome; childcare will not be 
provided.  This event is free to the 
WPC community, but space is limited.  
RSVP on WPC's website.  Volunteers 
are needed to help make this event 
a success.  Contact Leigh Stuckey or 
signup online to help.

W   W
C  M

Tuesday, May 21
• Circle 7, at the home of Gaye Sprague 

(10 Grey St) at 6p. Circle Chair: Josie 
Williams (jgwilliams1803@gmail.com).

S  C

Summer Choir is a low-commitment 
way to experience leading worship 
as a choir member. Rehearsals are 
on Wednesdays, June 5 and July 
31 from 7-8:30p to preview the 
Sunday morning choral anthems 
for the following several Sundays. 
For Sundays in May (not May 26), 
June, and August, the Summer 
Choir gathers weekly from 9-9:45a 
in anticipation of the 10a service.  
Summer Choir is open to adults 
and high school students. For more 
information, contact Marlon Hurst, 
Director of Music.
Y  C   A

Members of the Youth Choir are in 
Atlanta this weekend for a time of 
fun and service.  This morning, they 
are singing in worship at Conyers 
Presbyterian Church.  Please keep 
the youth and their sponsors in your 
prayers as they travel.

V   P  H

Please consider volunteering for Project Host in the upcoming months. The 
need for volunteers increases during the summer months.  Shifts occur twice 
monthly on Tuesdays from 9a-1p. Prepare and serve a meal at the Project Host 
soup kitchen while enjoying fellowship with other members of Westminster 
Presbyterian. Please check the sign up genius for needs in the upcoming 
months. For questions please contact Susan Clark at susanhunterclark@gmail.
com or at 864-982-4130.
S  L :
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4caea72babf5c43-project#/

A  G

We would like to list the names of our high school and college graduates. If you have 
a student graduating, please fi ll out the form below and place it in the offering plate 
or call the church offi ce at 232-2424. The names will be listed in the June 2 Harbinger - 
deadline for this info is May 26.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

School graduating from: ______________________________________________

M /J
W   W

In May, we moved to our summer schedule, with one worship service at 
10a.  Not only does this afford us the opportunity to worship together as one 
congregation during the summer, but it also gives us time for connection and 
fellowship following worship.  Below is our schedule for the rest of May and the 
fi rst Sunday in June.  Taking time to build relationships and make new friends is 
so important for our life together.  We hope you will be able to take part in as 
many of these gatherings as possible!
May 19 WPC's Birthday & BBQ Lunch- join us as Westminster celebrates  
      77 years with a BBQ lunch following worship
May 26 One Worship Service with donuts following the service
June 2 One Worship Service with donuts following the service and 
   the annual Low Country Boil (5-7p) at Magnetic South Brewery

Our Vision:
Open Minds 
Open Hearts

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice
Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect

Serve
Grow

W  B
We are gathering information 
about families with children with 
additional support needs who 
might benefit from having a 
worship buddy. Worship buddies 
are adults with backgrounds in 
supporting the diverse needs 
of children and they would be 
available to partner with your 
child during worship for frequent 
breaks, varied activities, or an 
alternate setting. If your child 
has additional support needs 
or you're interested in learning 
more, please contact Lauren 
Slingerland for more information. 
https://wpc-online.org/worship-
buddies/

Having lived my whole life in the Carolinas, I’m used to thunderstorms, and 

there are two that I can specifi cally recall.  One occurred when husband Joel was 

out of town and our boys were little.  The wind and thunder were so loud that the 

boys and I headed for the basement to wait it out.  Another time, fairly recently, 

the storm included lightning fl ashing all around and above our house and even 

striking in our back yard.  I’m not that easily scared but must admit to being 

frightened in those two instances.   

Today’s scripture (Acts 2:1-21) about Pentecost begins with the disciples 

gathered after Jesus’ crucifi xion and resurrection.  They have just elected 

Matthias to replace Judas as the twelfth disciple.  “Suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it fi lled the entire house where 

they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fi re, appeared, and a tongue rested on 

each of them.”  Surely, they were at least as frightened as I was during my thunder 

and lightning experiences, but what happened next to the disciples obviously did 

not happen to me.  They each began speaking in a diff erent language so that the 

”devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem” could understand.

While most of us have not had such a dramatic experience that allowed us 

to suddenly speak a language we don’t know, how often are we confronted with 

experiences in which we have trouble communicating?  When we let diff erent 

political opinions get in the way of productive conversations?  When we let our 

comfortable lifestyles blind us to the challenges of those who struggle fi nancially?  

When we just can’t understand someone else’s perspective?

The disciples were “fi lled with the Holy Spirit” and were able to fully 

communicate with people who would not otherwise have been able to understand 

the disciples’ message.  God’s guidance is also available to us.  Let’s do our best to 

be open to it so that we can better communicate with, relate to, and understand 

everyone.


