WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sunday, December 7, 2025 |On Demand on YouTube|ga & 11:15a

%

Second Sunday of Advent

Preparation for Worship
Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the coming of
your Son, and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine our paths. Renew us
in faith and hope, so that we would welcome Christ’s claim over our hearts and
spread his peace throughout your world. Amen.

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Welcome and Announcements
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Prelude My Lord, What a Morning arr. Billingham

Introit "Come Now, O Prince of Peace" O-SO-SO

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
9a Erik & Emily Busby, Joseph, Julia and Cecily
11:15a Will & Krista Smith

* Call to Worship Jeremiah 31:31, 33-34
Leader:  The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
People: I will put mylaw within them,
and I will write it on their hearts.
Leader: I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
People: For they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn 106 "Prepare the Way, O Zion" BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN

* Prayer of Confession
Holy and merciful God,
we know that we have created more conflict than peace.
We deceive ourselves daily,
thinking that we are wise when we are foolish,
blameless when we are sinful, and strong when we are weak.
Forgive us, Holy One, and move us to new places of grace.
Grant us hearts that are hopeful, words that are gentle,
faith that is fruitful, and souls that are patient.
We ask it all in the name of the One for whom we wait,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
* Gloria "Angels We Have Heard on High" GLORIA

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

The Sacrament of Baptissm 11152 Theodore Augustus Barnes
Congregational Response Baptized in Water BUNESsSAN
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11:15a Children in K5 - first grade are invited to leave for Children’s Church.

Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination
First Scripture Lesson, Isaiah 11:1-4a p.558
Second Scripture Lesson, Matthew 1:1-17 p.783

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "Strolling Through the Cemetery”

Responding to God’s Word
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering
Offertory 9a Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming arr. Hayes
Offertory 1:15a Come, O Precious Ransom Shepperd

* Doxology, Hymn 606 OLb HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,

all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly
host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn 94 "Now the Heavens Start to Whisper" JEFFERSON
* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude Noél (Grand Jeu et Duo) D'aguin

*All who are able may stand

Leading Worship this Morning
Ben Dorr, preaching

Lauren Slingerland, liturgist

George Howell (11:15a), sponsor

Carroll Farmer (9a), Bob Dellert (11:15a), scripture readers

Kathi Hurst (9a), soloist
Rosemary Hughes (11:15a), handbells
Sanctuary Choir (11:15a)

Jacob Barker (9a), Brad Hawkins (11:15a), head ushers
Creighton Likes, Nancy Johnson, Susan Robbins,
Blake Hoffman, George Mclarty(9a), greeters
Mary Gentry, Ben Bloodworth, Amy Hawkins,

Blake Hoffrman, Claire Gilliland (11:15a), greeters
Virginia Boan (9a), David Heegard (11:15a), acolytes

WORSHIP NOTES

NURSERY

Childcare is available for infants
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of
experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near the
Westminster Weekday School offices.
The Family Lounge, located down
the stairs from the front office and
straight down the hallway on theright,
is available for any child caregiver
and includes worship livestream,
comfortable seating, and a changing
table.

WORSHIP BAGs

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the Atrium for children. The
worship bags are designed to include
reusable items that engage children
in open ended play during worship.
While children attend worship with
their families, they can participate in
worship and play to make meaning
in faith. Please return the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday.

WELCOME TO WPC!

Please fill out a name tag and find
more information about WPC at the
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First
time visitors are also invited to take
home a WPC mug.

We Remember in Prayer

Diana Tiller and her family on the
death of Diana's father, Thomas
Michael Hofer, on Wednesday,
November 26, 2025.

E¥aE Texts for vocal solos and

Ao ] choral music may be
“E‘i_ill._:-_; found online by scanning
ﬁ: (=] Jthis QR code.

Join Us in Welcoming

BArTISM

This morning we welcome into our
fellowship Theodore Augustus Barnes,
son of Will & McIntyre Barnes.

MAGI MARKET

The annual Magi Market is coming
up on Saturday, December 13. We
have over 115 Kids this year and 50
families. We need toys! Help us
stock the shelves of our one-day
toy store hosted at Pleasant Valley
Connection. A toy guide is available
on our Amazon gift guide and toys
are sent straight to WPC. We also
welcome gifts from your favorite
local toy storel Children will receive
three gifts (small, med., and large)
and a stuffed stocking, and each
family will go home with a Christmas
book. Find out more about the
Market by scanning the QR code
below or contact Carrie Marguet
(carriemarguet@gmail.com).

EIEE

WINTER CAMP RETREAT
FOR 4TH AND 5TH GRADERS

WPC Kids in 4th and 5th grade are
invited to a special, new retreat-
Winter Camp! We'll head to Camp
Fellowship after church on Jan.18th
and retumn to the church by noon
on Jan. 19th. During the retreat, we'll
complete service projects for the
camp and for our mission partners.
We'll also have plenty of time to
explore camp, enjoy a movie night,
and deepen our faith through prayer
and Bible study. Kids will grow in their
relationships with one another and
their understanding of service in
God's family. Join us for this special
retreat! Sign ups are available on the
website.
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2025 FINANCIAL UPDATE

By the end of November, WPC had
received 88% of anticipated pledge
income. Please checkyourguarterly
giving statements to see where
you stand with your 2025 giving.
Thank you for your generosity with
Westminster.

2025 GIVING

Please have any contributions
you wish to show on your 2025
contribution statement postmarked
by December 31, 2025, or you can
hand deliver to the Church office on
or before December 31.You can also
place your offering in the plate by
Sunday, December 28. By fulfilling
your pledge, you enable us to keep
faith with our mission partners.

GIVING TO WPC

Did you know that you can fulfill
your pledge or give an unpledged
gift to Westminster online? Your gift
helps our church keep faith with
community partners and maintain
excellence in our programming. To
learn more about online giving, or
to make a gift, follow the prompts
from the QR code below.

=]

RETIREMENT GIVING

Make Qualified Distributions from
your IRAs: Westminster members
age 70,5 and older can support
the church with a gift from their
Individual  Retirement  Account.
Qualified charitable distributions
from IRAs may offer tax advantages
while benefiting WPC's local and
global ministries. Contact the
church office for more information.

CONNECTIONS

Connections, a lunch group for
singles and couples, will meet at
Ottoray's Raw Bar and Tap Room
(1418 Laurens Rd) on Sunday,
December 14, at 12:45p after the
11:15a worship service. Please RSVP
to Ruth Johnston (ruthjohnstsi@
gmail.com) by Friday, December 12.
Newcomers are welcome.

2026 OPEN STEWARDSHIP UPDATE:

As of Monday, December 1, we have
received 88% of our pledge goal for
2026! If you have not yet tumed in
your 2026 pledge, we need you! If
half the congregation raises their
pledge by $1000, and the other
half by $500, we will reach our goal.
Every pledge is important, and no
pledge is too smalll

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

We are offering free blood pressure
screenings the first Sunday of each
month. Screenings will take place
in this Sunday, December 7, in the
Friendship  Court immediately
following the 10a Sunday School
hour. If you have any questions or
if you are a healthcare professional
and would like to help, please
contact Emily Cole at ecolel2l7@
gmail.com.

THE CAROLINA BRONZE
HANDBELL ENSEMBLE

The Carolina Bronze Handbell
Ensemble will present a concert
titled “Joy to the World” on Monday,
December 8 at 7p in the WPC
Sanctuary. The concert will feature
fresh arrangements of familiar and
traditional Christmas songs. Several
other instruments and percussion
will be featured in many of the
pieces. There is no admission cost
for this concert. You are invited to
attend and bring friends to ring in
the festive season!

SOTERIA WOMEN'S HOUSE

We are looking for women
interested in participating in our
monthly dinners/fellowship nights
with the residents of the Soteria
Women's House. Dinners take place
on the second Monday evenings of
each month. Please contact Brooke
Culclasure (bculclasure@mac.
com or 864-593-8912) if you are
interested in learning more!

WESTMINSTER MEN'S
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
Thursday, December 11
6p
@Southernside Brewery
(25 Delano Dr)
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Church Staff

Ben Dorr
Pastor & Head of Staff
bdorr@wpc-online.org

Leigh Stuckey
Executive Associate Pastor
Istuckey@wpc-online.org

Mary Kathleen Duncan
ssociate Pastor

mkduncan@wpc-online.org

Lauren Slingerland
Associate Pastor

Islingerland@wpc-online.org

Nick Carson
Associate Pastor

ncarson@w pc—online.org

Terri Price
Parish Associate

tprice@wpc-online.org

Marlon Hurst
Director of Music

mhurst@wpc-online.org

Todd Monsell
Organist
tmonsell@wpc-online.org

Cara Puntch
Weekday School Director

cpuntch@wpc-online.org

Lynn Bennett
Financial Manager

Ibennett@wpc-online.org

Michelle Little
Office Manager

michelle@wpc-online.org

Wendy Bagley
Secretary
wendy@wpc-online.org

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice

Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:

Connect
Serve
Grow

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 7-14, 2025

Sunday, December 7

Second Sunday of Advent
9:00a  Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
10:15 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service
12:30p  Women of Westminster Advent
Luncheon
4:00 Cherub Choir Christmas Program
5:00 Youth Choir Rehearsals
6:00 Youth Dinner
6:30 Middler Youth Group
Senior High Youth Group

Monday, December 8
Weekday School Book Fair
7:00 Caroline Bronze Handbell
Ensemble Concert
8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, December 9

Weekday School Book Fair
12:00p  Al-Anon
2:00 Circle 3
6:00 Circle 7

Wednesday, December 10
Weekday School Book Fair
9:00a  Circle 6
9:30 Weekday Chapel
2:30p  It's Elementary
4:30 Junior & Senior Choristers
It's Elementary Volunteer
Appreciation Reception
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 11
Weekday School Book Fair
10:00a  Thursday Bible Study
12:00p  Finance Committee Meeting
6:00 Men of Westminster Christmas

Social @Southernside Brewery

Friday, December 12
Weekday School Book Fair

Saturday, December 13

Magi Market Day at Pleasant Valley Connection

Sunday, December 14
Third Sunday of Advent
9:00a  Worship Service
Witness & Service Committee
Meeting
10:00 Sunday School
10:15 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service w/Children's
Christmas Musical
12:30p  Stated Session Meeting
12:45 Connections Group
4:30 WPCYG

the

HARBINGER

open minds open hearts
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From the Pews, Hunter Smith

This coming January marks my 10th year working at Westminster. I have a
selfie that I look back to every now and then of me wearing a choir robe for the
very first time in my life. Something that now feels so natural once felt so new.
Thinking back to that time, and how much I have grown since, brings me hope
on days when I want to be better. So much can change in the span of ten years.

I am so grateful for the vibrant life of our church, especially in the music
ministry. For many musicians, the church is a common place to find work as
there are consistent opportunities to perform; but it is rare that a church job for
a musician ends up shaping their faith journey.

As someone who didn’t grow up attending church, I didn’t really know all that
much about the Bible; nor did I really understand my relationship with God. A
few years into working here, I began getting pulled towards opportunities in the
children’s ministry. Before my very first It’s Elementary gathering, I remember
how incredibly nervous I was. How could I possibly help celebrate and teach the
word of God when I barely knew it myself? I spent hours reading about our Bible
lesson and researching different songs, and finally landed on my first choice; a
song titled “I Can Think.” The lyrics go like this:

"I can think. Think about what is true. Think about what is right.

Think about good things.

When you're scared, or mad, or worried, or sad, let God change the way you
think."

Such a simple song, with simple movements, simple lyrics, and a simple
melody, ended up being quite the charge for both the children and for myself.
Fighting off negative thoughts with the knowledge that God will provide is easier
said than done.

Our scripture today is a message of hope delivered many generations before
the birth of Jesus. When things in the world seemed grim, our Savior would
come and change everything. Hope for peace, hope for a better life, hope for
salvation.

At this time of year near the beginning of the Advent season, I can’t help but
think about the people before the birth of Jesus. Do you think they felt nervous?
Did they have the trust that God would provide for them?

Ten years later and I know God has certainly provided for me. And I have
hope and excitement for the ways God will use me in the years to come.
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Adult Sunday School Term
November 23 - December 14

Jesus' Mothers: Exploring Matthew's Genealogy

Led by Leigh Stuckey

Room 209 and Streaming

Matthew gives Jesus a richly theological genealogy — one that differs slightly from
Luke's and, surprisingly, includes women. Join this lecture-style class to learn more
about the women whose names appear in Matthew's text and to consider why they
may be important in understanding Jesus' ministry.

Our Presbyterian Family Tree

Led by Buz Wilcoxin,

Chaplain & Dean of Spiritual Life at Presbyterian College

Room 212

Join Buz Wilcoxon for a 4-week exploration of key moments in Presbyterian history.
We'll examine the diverse backgrounds of the Reformed tradition, important figures,
big ideas, surprising twists and turns, and the ways that this history intersects with our
expressions of faith today.

Discussion Sunday School Class:

Led by Kathleen Reynolds (12/7) and Caroline Clark (12/14)

Room 211

Join us each week for a discussion-based Sunday School class to dive into a weekly
topic and scripture passage. All are welcome to join us on a joumney of faith and
fellowship - come every week or come when you can. Topics change every week,
and the class is facilitated by rotating members.

Advent & Christmas at Westminster

December 7 Second Sunday of Advent
Women of Westminster Advent Luncheon
12:30p in the Fellowship Hall
Cherub Choir Christmas
4p in the Sanctuary
Magi Market at Pleasant Valley Connection
Third Sunday of Advent
9a Worship in the Sanctuary
Children's Musical
11:15a in the Sanctuary
WPCYG Movie Night
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The 65th Annual Service of Lessons & Carols
9a and 11:15a in the Sanctuary
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
4p and 6p in the Sanctuary
One Worship Service
11:15a in the Sanctuary
Reception following the service in Sanctuary Atrium

POINSETTIA/ENDOWMENT/HERITAGE LECTURE MEMORIALS

Those who wish to remember loved ones during the Christmas Season may
do so in three ways. Poinsettias for the sanctuary may be purchased for
$15.00 or you may give to either the Endowment or Heritage Lecture Funds.
Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary at the Lessons & Carols and Christmas
Eve Services. Please fill out the slip below or contact the church office, 232-
2424. Donors may pick up their poinsettias after the Christmas Eve Service you
choose to attend. Orders must be placed by Sunday, December 14.

Donor

In Memory of
In Memory of
In Honor of
In Honor of
Poinsettias x $15.00 = §

December 13
December 14

December 21

December 24

December 28

Endowment:
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UNITED MINISTRIES URGENT NEED

United Ministries is requesting
peanut butter, jelly, canned meats,
canned mixed vegetables, oatmeal,
macaroni and cheese, canned pasta,
ramen noodles, cereal, and saltines. If
you would like to donate, donations
will be collected in the United
Ministries cabinet in the Friendship
Court or you can make a monetary
donation on their website.

ProJECT HOST

Please consider signing up to
volunteer at Project Host in 2026.
This is a great opportunity to serve
our community with other members
of Westminster. Five volunteers are
needed every other Tuesday from
9a-1p. During this time, you will
prepare a nutritious lunch, serve the
patrons, and clean up after lunch
service. Sign up on the website to
volunteer.

MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY @WPC
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20

To Schedule, call: 864-675-4875
**tell the scheduler that you wish to

be scheduled for the WPC
Mobile Event.

WOMEN'S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 13-15, 2026

Join Westminster Women at the
annual Women's Retreat on February
13-15, 2026. The retreat will take place
at the Kanuga Conference Center in
Flat Rock, NC. This year's conference
will be led by Sandra Smith, a
Certified Enneagram Consultant and
author of Heart of the Enneagram: A
Companion for Deepening Personal
and Spiritual Growth. You will find
the retreat a joy-filled, reflective
experience with other women from
WPC! Please sign up on the church
website.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

Tuesday, December 9

« Circle 3, at the home of Dee
Malone (624 McDaniel Ave) at
2p. Circle Chair: Dee Malone
(deeO5SM@gmail.com).

Tuesday, December 9

« Circle 7, at the home of Terri
LeGrand (16 N Brookwood Dr)
at 6p. Circle Contact: Gaye
Sprague (gayesprague@
cs.com).

Wednesday, December 10

« Circle 6, at the home of Liz
Einstein (223 Camille Ave) at 9a.
Circle Leaders: Liz Einstein (liz.
ard.einstein@gmail.com) and
Sherry Tate (sherrytate63@
gmail.com).

UNITED MINISTRIES URGENT NEED
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peanut butter, jelly, canned meats,
canned mixed vegetables, oatmeal,
macaroni and cheese, canned pasta,
ramen noodles, cereal, and saltines. If
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annual Women's Retreat on February
13-15, 2026. The retreat will take place
at the Kanuga Conference Center in
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our community with other members
of Westminster. Five volunteers are
needed every other Tuesday from
9a-1p. During this time, you will
prepare a nutritious lunch, serve the
patrons, and clean up after lunch
service. Sign up on the website to
volunteer.

MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY@WPC
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20

To Schedule, call: 864-675-4875
**tell the scheduler that you wish to

be scheduled for the WPC
Mobile Event.

WOMEN'S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 13-15, 2026

Join Westminster Women at the
annual Women's Retreat on February
13-15,2026. The retreat will take place
at the Kanuga Conference Center in
Flat Rock, NC. This year's conference
will be led by Sandra Smith, a
Certified Enneagram Consultant and
author of Heart of the Enneagram: A
Companion for Deepening Personal
and Spiritual Growth. You will find
the retreat a joy-filled, reflective
experience with other women from
WPC! Please sign up on the church
website.

CIRCLE MEETINGS

Tuesday, December 9

« Circle 3, at the home of Dee
Malone (624 McDaniel Ave) at
2p. Circle Chair: Dee Malone
(deeO5M@gmail.com).

Tuesday, December 9

« Circle 7, at the home of Terri
LeGrand (16 N Brookwood Dr)
at 6p. Circle Contact: Gaye
Sprague (gayesprague@
cs.com).

Wednesday, December 10

« Circle 6, at the home of Liz
Einstein (223 Camille Ave) at 9a.
Circle Leaders: Liz Einstein (liz.
ard.einstein@gmail.com) and
Sherry Tate (sherrytate63@
gmail.com).

SUPPERS WITH SEVEN
JANUARY - MARCH 2026

Sharing a meal is one of the best ways to establish and renew relationships
with members of the Westminster church community. "Suppers With Seven”
is seven (or so) persons - some couples, some singles, some older and some
younger - gathering for a series of two or three meals at a time convenient to
the group. To sign up, return this form to the church office, or fill out the online
form on the church website by navigating to the Suppers With Seven page.
The deadline to sign up is Monday, December 15.

Name(s): (include bothnames,ifacouple)
Phone: (will be shared with your group)
Email Address: (will be shared with your group)

Preferred Method of Contact:

Please check as many as apply:

I/We can host and lead the first gathering of Suppers with Seven.

I/We cannot host the first gathering - would consider a subsequent one.
I/We cannot host but would like to be part of a group.

_email ___phone call _text
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