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In Memoriam

Bill Wheless
(1/24/1935 - 12/20/2025)

“I am the resurrection and the life."
                                    - John 11:25

Sunday, December 28, 2025 |On Demand on YouTube|11:15a

First Sunday after Christmas
Preparation for Worship

Texts for vocal solos and 
choral music may be 
found online by scanning 
this QR code.

Nʗʔʕʇʔʛ
Childcare is available for infants 
through 4K. Our nurturing staff of 
experienced caregivers and parent 
volunteers offers a welcoming 
environment for children. The 
Nursery is located on the mezzanine 
level.  The entrance is at Westminster 
Drive, at the columbarium or near 
the Westminster Weekday School 
offi ces. The Family Lounge, located 
down the stairs from the front offi ce 
and straight down the hallway on 
the right, is available for any child 
caregiver and includes worship 
livestream, comfortable seating, and 
a changing table.

Wʑʔʕʊʋʒ Bʃʉʕ
Each Sunday we offer worship 
bags in the Atrium for children.  The 
worship bags are designed to include 
reusable items that engage children 
in open ended play during worship. 
While children attend worship with 
their families, they can participate in 
worship and play to make meaning 
in faith.  Please return the zipper bag 
and its contents each Sunday.

Wʇʎʅʑʏʇ ʖʑ WPC!
Please fi ll out a name tag and fi nd 
more information about WPC at the 
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First 
time visitors are also invited to take 
home a WPC mug.

WORSHIP NOTES

Leading Worship this Morning
Leigh Stuckey, preaching
Mary Kathleen Duncan, liturgist
Sam White, sponsor
Sam Inman, scripture reader
John Sewell, soloist
Jerry Gan, violin
Tom Vanderbloemen, trumpet
Pam Evans, head usher
Ingrid Erwin, Amy Hawkins, Sam White, 
George McLarty, Tony Threatt, greeters

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Wʋʐʖʇʔ Cʃʏʒ Rʇʖʔʇʃʖ
ʈʑʔ 4ʖʊ ʃʐʆ 5ʖʊ ʉʔʃʆʇʔʕ

WPC Kids in 4th and 5th grade are 
invited to a special, new retreat- 
Winter Camp! We'll head to Camp 
Fellowship after church on January 
18 and return to the church by noon 
on January 19. During the retreat, we'll 
complete service projects for the 
camp and for our mission partners. 
We'll also have plenty of time to 
explore camp, enjoy a movie night, 
and deepen our faith through prayer 
and Bible study. Kids will grow in their 
relationships with one another and 
their understanding of service in 
God's family. Join us for this special 
retreat! Sign ups are available on the 
website.

Welcome and Announcements
    Leader:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

     People:  And also with you.

 Prelude                                   There's a Song in the Air                             arr. Monsell

*  Call to Worship                                                                 (adapted from Psalm 107:1)                                                      
     Leader:  In a little town far from their home, God’s holy child was born.
     People:  We welcome the Light!  
     Leader:  In the shadowy stable stall, Joseph kindled a lamp.
     People:  We welcome the Light!
     Leader:  There Mary gave birth to Jesus, called God-With-Us.
        Angels opened the doors of heaven, 
        sang, “Glory to God in the highest!”
     People:  We welcome the Light!
     Leader:  Shepherds saw the sky ablaze, left their sheep and came to see.
        In the darkest winter night, God set a brilliant star.
        Magi from the East divined the sign.
     People:  We welcome the Light!
        And with joy, we greet the Child.  
     All:  Let us worship God!

* Hymn 145      "What Child Is This"

* Prayer of Confession
    Merciful God, time and again we are hardened by confl ict,
     but your ceaseless love intervenes.
    We are haunted by fears, but your Son brings us hope.
    We are weary and complaining, but your presence brings us joy.
    We are strangers without a country,
     but you welcome us in your Kingdom.
    We are children far from home,
     but you have sent your Child to guide us.
    We are afraid, but your Word dwells with us.
    Make us a Christmas people, abounding in grace,
     rejoicing in your presence, and at work in your Kingdom.      
    Amen. 
* Assurance of Pardon                           
      Leader:      Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
          People:    In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*  Gloria Patri, Hymn 581                                                                               
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

“All these things are miracles. It is a miracle if you can fi nd true friends, and 
it is a miracle if you have enough food to eat, and it is a miracle if you get to 
spend your days and evenings doing whatever it is you like to do, and the holiday 
season - like all the other seasons - is a good time not only to tell stories of 
miracles, but to think about the miracles in your own life, and to be grateful for 
them, and that's the end of this particular story.”

Daniel Handler, Lemony Snicket: The Lump of Coal Hearing God’s Word
  Prayer for Illumination
  Old Testament Lesson, Isaiah 63:7-9                                                              p. 605
  Gospel Lesson, John 1:1-14                                                                              p. 862
   Leader:     The Word of the Lord. 
   People:   Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                        "This Whole Thing is Odd, Right?"

* Affi rmation of Faith                                                            The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

         and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
         who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
         born of the Virgin Mary, suff ered under Pontius Pilate,
         was crucifi ed, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
         the third day he rose again from the dead;
         he ascended into heaven,
         and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
         from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Ghost;
         the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
         the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
         and the life everlasting.  Amen.

       Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

 The Lord’s Prayer
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts 
     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

  Offering                                                                   
      Offertory                               In the Bleak Midwinter                      Holst, arr. Scott   
  *   Doxology Hymn 606                                                                         
      Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; Praise God,
        all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
      Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

       *   Prayer of Dedication
   *  Hymn 136      "Go, Tell it on the Mountain"         
   * Charge and Benediction
 *  Postlude                        Suite for Christmas, "Movement 2" Corelli, arr. Head/

Mitchell-Wallace

*All who are able may stand

Responding to God’s Word

The Sacrament of Baptism                                                   Clayton Samuel Kleckley

 Congregational Response         Baptized in Water                            

Bʃʒʖʋʕʏ
This morning we welcome into our 
fellowship Clayton Samuel Kleckley,
son of Jeni Kleckley.

Join Us in Welcoming

Bʃʒʖʋʕʏ Cʎʃʕʕ

If you would like to have your child 
baptized at Westminster, our next 
Baptism class is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 11, at 12:30p.  Please 
notify the church offi ce if you would 
like to attend, and we will be glad 
to send you the information for this 
class.

No Children's Church
this Sunday,

December 28

Cʊʗʔʅʊ Oʈʈʋʅʇ Cʎʑʕʇʆ:

The church offi ce will be closed on 
Thursday, January 1.
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open minds open hearts 

From the Pews, Brooke Culclasure

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 28, 2025 - January 4, 2026

Sunday, December 28

First Sunday after Christmas

      10:55a Sunday Session Meeting

     11:15 Worship Service

    12:15p Reception

Monday, December 29

Weekday School Closed

     8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, December 30

Weekday School Closed

     12:00p Al-Anon

Wednesday, December 31

Weekday School Closed

Thursday, January 1

Weekday School Closed

Church Offi  ce Closed

     8:00p Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, January 2

Weekday School Closed

WPCYG to Dollywood

Saturday, January 3

WPCYG to Dollywood

Sunday, January 4

Second Sunday after Christmas

WPCYG to Dollywood

        9:00a Worship Service

    10:00 Sunday School

     10:55 Sunday Session Meeting

     11:15 Worship Service
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Mʇʐ ʑʈ Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ
The Men of Westminster will be 
attending the Swamp Rabbits 
hockey game at 7p on Wednesday, 
February 11.  To facilitate 
community, this will be box seating. 
Spots are limited to 18 men. The 
cost is $35 and includes admission 
and snacks.  Signup online before 
Sunday, February 8.
Wʑʏʇʐ'ʕ Rʇʖʔʇʃʖ
Fʇʄʔʗʃʔʛ 13-15, 2026
Join Westminster Women at 
the annual Women's Retreat on 
February 13-15, 2026.  The retreat 
will take place at the Kanuga 
Conference Center in Flat Rock, 
NC.  This year's conference will be 
led by Sandra Smith, a Certifi ed 
Enneagram Consultant and author 
of Heart of the Enneagram: A 
Companion for Deepening Personal 
and Spiritual Growth.  You will fi nd 
the retreat a joy-fi lled, refl ective 
experience with other women from 
WPC!  Please sign up on the church 
website.

Pʔʑʌʇʅʖ Hʑʕʖ
Please consider signing up to 
volunteer at Project Host in 2026. 
This is a great opportunity to 
serve our community with other 
members of Westminster. Five 
volunteers are needed every other 
Tuesday from 9a-1p. During this 
time, you will prepare a nutritious 
lunch, serve the patrons, and clean 
up after lunch service. Sign up on 
the website to volunteer.

Wʇʕʖʏʋʐʕʖʇʔ Bʑʑʍ Cʎʗʄ
The Westminster Book Club will 
meet on Tuesday, January 6, at 
6:30p in the church library. Ruth 
Johnson will review The Art Thief: 
A True Story of Live, Crime, and a 
Dangerous Obsession by Michael 
Finkel. All are invited to attend.

2026 Oʒʇʐ Sʖʇʙʃʔʆʕʊʋʒ Uʒʆʃʖʇ:

As of Monday, December 22, we 
have received 96% of our pledge 
goal for 2026!  If you have not yet 
turned in your 2026 pledge, we 
need you!  If half the congregation 
raises their pledge by $1000, and 
the other half by $500, we will reach 
our goal.  Every pledge is important, 
and no pledge is too small!

Our Vision:
Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice
Imagination

Joy
Our Goals:

Connect
Serve
Grow

2025 Fʋʐʃʐʅʋʃʎ Uʒʆʃʖʇ

By the third week of December, WPC 
has received 96% of anticipated 
pledge income. Please check 
your quarterly giving statements 
to see where you stand with your 
2025 giving.  Thank you for your 
generosity with Westminster.

2025 Gʋʘʋʐʉ

Please have any contributions 
you wish to show on your 2025 
contribution statement postmarked 
by December 31, 2025, or you can 
hand deliver to the Church offi ce on 
or before December 31. You can also 
place your offering in the plate by 
Sunday, December 28.  By fulfi lling 
your pledge, you enable us to keep 
faith with our mission partners.

Gʋʘʋʐʉ ʖʑ WPC

Did you know that you can fulfi ll 
your pledge or give an unpledged 
gift to Westminster online? Your gift 
helps our church keep faith with 
community partners and maintain 
excellence in our programming. To 
learn more about online giving, or 
to make a gift, follow the prompts 
from the QR code below.

Rʇʖʋʔʇʏʇʐʖ Gʋʘʋʐʉ

Make Qualifi ed Distributions from 
your IRAs: Westminster members 
age 70.5 and older can support 
the church with a gift from their 
Individual Retirement Account. 
Qualifi ed charitable distributions 
from IRAs may offer tax advantages 
while benefi ting WPC’s local and 
global ministries. Contact the 
church offi ce for more information.

Mʑʄʋʎʇ Mʃʏʏʑʉʔʃʒʊʛ@WPC
Tʗʇʕʆʃʛ, Jʃʐʗʃʔʛ 20

To Schedule, call: 864-675-4875
**tell the scheduler that you wish to 

be scheduled for the WPC
Mobile Event.

Our scripture reference today from Isaiah reminds us of God’s faithful love, 

compassion, and presence in times of pain and suff ering. As I read this scripture 

in preparation for writing this cover, my mind fi rst went to those in my close 

circle of family and friends who are going through extraordinarily diffi  cult 

times—an extended family member who is dealing with addiction and mental 

health challenges; a dear family friend whose son is navigating a complex illness; 

and aging parents with all the uncertainty and diffi  culty that can accompany that 

process. And then of course my mind went to the constant stories of suff ering 

and pain we hear in the local, national, and international news, the widespread 

nature of which is almost overwhelming and too sad to ponder. 

As our scripture goes, “in all their affl  iction he was affl  icted, and the angel of 

his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted 

them up and carried them all the days of old.” This scripture is hopeful when 

likely the writer had feelings of deep despair when writing, trying to remember 

goodness in a moment when goodness feels far away. The writer isn’t pretending 

everything is fi ne; they’re reminding themselves of God’s presence to help them 

face the diffi  culties and pain. The part that stays most with me is that God does 

not stand above human pain watching like a bystander, but that he too feels our 

pain. This is a great reminder of God’s compassion, trust, and assurance that we 

are not carrying the weight alone.


