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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Preparation for Worship

“Those who believe all things and hope all things for the sake of love, for the
sake of encouraging and helping others must suffer and endure...For this
suffering and endurance make love greater and greater and more and more
irresistible...Who is this love if not the one who bore all things, believed all
things, hoped all things, and even had to endure all things all the way to the
cross?”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Gathering and Preparing for God’s Word
Welcome and Announcements
Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Prelude Prelude and Fugue in A Minor Bach

* Call to Worship 1John 4:7,10,12

Leader:  Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God.
People: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Leader: Inthisislove,

not that we loved God but that God loved us

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
People: Ifwelove one another, God lives in us,

and God's love is perfected in us.
All: Let us worship God!

* Hymn 826 "Lift High the Cross" CRUCIFER

* Prayer of Confession
Holy God, forgive us for taking the easy way out.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will, we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love.
We have witnessed the evils of the world
but stayed silent and on the sideline.
Shower us with your compassion,
and transform us by your grace.
Grant us hands that heal, hearts that are selfless,
and souls that are willing to suffer for our neighbor’s sake.
We ask it in the name of the One who followed you
all the way to the cross, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn 578 Kyrie eleison ORE PORIAJU VEREKO
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.
* Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
* Gloria Patri, Hymn 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon "Two Roads"

Responding to God’s Word
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering
Offertory 9a
Offertory 11:15a arr. Helvey

* Doxology Hymn 606 OLp HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God,
all creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

| Want Jesus to Walk with Me
| Want Jesus to Walk with Me

arr. Boatner

* Hymn 729 "Lord, | Want to Be a Christian" | WANT To BE A CHRISTIAN
* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude Postlude in B Minor Bernards

*All who are able may stand

Leading Worship this Morning

Ben Dorr, preaching

Nick Carson, liturgist

Jennifer McDavid (9a), David Golladay (1:15a), scripture readers
Corey Sanders (9a), guitar

Judy McKenney (11:15a), guitar

Rosemary Hughes (9a), soloist, flute

Sanctuary Choir (1:15a)

Lynn Robinson (11:15a), piano

George Howell (9a), Brad Hawkins (11:115a), head ushers
Nancy Johnson, Roger Gower, Ingrid Erwin,

Blake Hoffman, Jeff Reynolds (9a), greeters

Zach Weaver, Mary Gentry, Claire Gilliland,

Carrie Marguet, Betsy Raines (11:15a), greeters

Luke Pruitt, David Heegard (11:15a), acolytes

experienced caregivers and parent
volunteers offers a welcoming
environment for children. The
Nursery is located on the mezzanine
level. The entrance is at Westminster
Drive, at the columbarium or near the
Westminster Weekday School offices.
The Family Lounge, located down
the stairs from the front office and
straight down the hallway on theright,
is available for any child caregiver
and includes worship livestream,
comfortable seating, and a changing
table.

WORSHIP BAGs

Each Sunday we offer worship
bags in the Atrium for children. The
worship bags are designed to include
reusable items that engage children
in open ended play during worship.
While children attend worship with
their families, they can participate in
worship and play to make meaning
in faith. Please return the zipper bag
and its contents each Sunday.

WELCOME TO WPC!

Please fill out a name tag and find
more information about WPC at the
Welcome Table in the Atrium. First
time visitors are also invited to take
home a WPC mug.

CONNECT WITH WESTMINSTER

Looking for ways to be involved?
Please complete a Connection Card
from the Ritual of Friendship pad and
place itin the offering plate to express
interest or sign up for an opportunity.

CHORAL AND VocAL TEXTS

Choral and vocal texts for worship
services may be found via the
Harbinger Hub QR code.

Tuesday, March 3, 2026.

Tom Vanderbloemen and his family
on the death of Tom's father, Bruce
Vanderbloemen, on Wednesday,
March 4, 2026.

SPRING SERMON SERIES
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT:
But I SAY TO YOU

This spring, we will explore the Sermon
on the Mount, found in chapters 5-7
of Matthew. These three chapters
contain some of Jesus’ best-known
teachings, such as the Beatitudes,and
some of his most difficult teachings,
such as his instruction about anger
and loving one’s enemies. To help you
follow along, our scripture passage
for March 22 is Matthew 7:15-20.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 8-12, 2026
for Rising Kindergartners through
Rising 5th Graders
More information & sign-ups
coming soon!

AMERICAN SPIRITUAL ENSEMBLE

The acclaimed American Spiritual
Ensemble will present a concert at
WPC on Saturday, March 21, at 7p. This
choir has performed for audiences
around the globe, and their
appearance in the Upstate is a rare
performance in our area. Free tickets
are available through the Harbinger
Hub QR code. An offering will be
collected at the concert to offset
expenses. For additional information,
contact Marlon Hurst, Director of
Music.

HARBINGER HUB:

ALL THE LINKS FROM TODAY’S HARBINGER IN ONE PLACE.

Scan the QR code to explore and engage with this week’s bulletin.
You'll find links to events, registrations, ministries, and opportunities
to grow and connect within Westminster.




WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

NO YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S
SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS SUNDAY,
MARCH 15

SUMMER NURSERY DIRECTOR POSITION

Westminster Presbyterian is looking
for a Summer Nursery Director on
Sunday mormmings, June-August. The
Summer Director will be primarily
responsible  for supervising the
Nursery staff and ensuring a safe,
welcoming environment for children
and families. The hours are Sunday
mornings, 9a-11:30a, and up to 4 hours
during the week communicating with
Nursery and Church staff. If you are
interested in learning more about
this position, please contact Lauren
Slingerland, Associate Pastor for
Children, lIslingerland@wpc-online.
org.

CHANCEL BELLS

Chancel Bells is a part-time handbell
choirthatrings periodically in worship.
The next opportunity to ring will
be Sunday, April 26, with rehearsals
on Tuesdays, April 7 and 21, from
6-6:45p. Participants must commit to
be present for both rehearsals. Prior
handbell ringing experience is helpful
but not required, but music-reading
proficiency is a prerequisite. To take
part, please sign up via the Harbinger
Hub QR code, by Monday, March 30.
For more information, contact Marlon
Hurst, Director of Music.

THEOLOGY READING GROUP

The Theology Reading Group will
meetin the Charter Room on Monday,
March 16, at 7p. Walter Hinton will lead
the discussion of The Storm,anovel by
Frederick Buechner. All are welcome.
Join us for an interesting evening.

LUNCHEON GROUP

The Luncheon Group will meet
Wednesday, March 18, at 12:30p in
Room 212. Leader: Mary Ann Cox
(Imaryanncox@gmail.com).

MEN OF WESTMINSTER
RETREAT AT MONTREAT

Join us for our annual Men of
Westminster Retreat at Montreat on
April 24-26. Our theme is "Journeys
of Faith" led by our keynote speaker,
Rev. Lucas Jones. Lucas currently
serves alongside his wife, Gardner, as
Executive Directors of Camp lllahee,
a Christian Girl's summer camp in the
mountains of Western North Carolina.
Lucas grew up in Raleigh, graduated
fromm NC State University, and later
fromm Columbia Theological Seminary
in Atlanta. He is an ordained minister
in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and
has served as an Associate Pastor
for three years in Columbia, SC at
Downtown Church. In and beyond
ministry, he has spent much of his
life teaching and leading folks in the
outdoors. Lucas loves biking, hiking,
and traveling with his wife and their
children, Brooks, Jasper, and Ruthie.
Sign up through the Harbinger Hub
QR code. Contact Nick Carson with
any guestions.

EASTER LILIES/MEMORIALS/ HONORARIUMS

Those desiring to remember loved ones during the Easter season may do
so in three ways. Money may be given to purchase a lily for the sanctuary
(815.00), or a contribution may be made to either the Endowment Fund or
the Heritage Lecture Fund. Deadline is Sunday, March 29.

Donor

In Memory of

In Memory of

In Honor of

In Honor of

Endowment. $ / Heritage Lecture $

/ #of Lilies x $15.00
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 15-22, 2026

Sunday, March 15
Fourth Sunday in Lent
NO YOUTH/CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
NO Children's Church
9:00a  Worship Service

10:00 Sunday School

10:55 Sunday Session Meeting

11:15 Worship Service

12:30p  Campaign Feasibility Town Hall

Gathering
NO WPCYG/YOUTH CHOIRS

Monday, March 16
Weekday School Closed
10:00a  Staff Meeting
4:30p  Game Group
7:00 Theology Reading Group Meeting
8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesday, March 17
Weekday School Closed
12:00p  Al-Anon

Wednesday, March 18
Weekday School Closed
12:30p  Luncheon Group Meeting
7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 19
Weekday School Closed
10:00a  Bible Study
8:00 Narcotics Anonymous

Friday, March 20
Weekday School Closed

Saturday, March 21
7:00p  American Spiritual Ensemble
Concert

Sunday, March 22
Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:00a  Worship Service
10:00 Sunday School
Confirmation Class #3
10:55 Sunday Session Meeting
11:15 Worship Service
3:00p Campaign Feasibility Town Hall
Gathering
4:00 First Steps in Music
5:00 Youth Choir Rehearsals
6:00 Youth Dinner
6:30 Middlers Youth Group
Senior High Youth Group

the
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From the Pews, Blake Hoffman

In our modern, technology-driven world, confirmation bias is ever present.
An algorithm is generating the output of content based on our preferences. It is
a thrill to begin a new playlist and know that we will like the curated music. Itis
affirming that our media feeds have been selected for our unique point of view.
How wonderful it is to have a widget reassure us of our tastes, and fortify our
opinions. For surely, we are on the path to the narrow gate!

In considering this curated life, I cannot help but hear Matthew’s warning to
us in Chapter Seven’s verses 13-14. This is the easy road to the wide gate. The
comfort of scrolling within our self-selected crowd is the path of least resistance.

In contrast, choosing the narrow gate can feel isolating because it requires
intention. What would our lives look like if we intentionally altered our digital
and metaphorical algorithms? At first, there may be discomfort with the
content. We may be forced to consider alternate points of view. We may even
have to admit that we are wrong. For the hard road is not about perfection, but
about direction. How can love and support for one another alter the content we
consume and share?

In 1961, Harper Lee published an essay in Vogue entitled “Love—In Other
Words.” Lee closed her essay with these words:

Love purifies. Suffering never purified anybody; suffering merely intensifies
the self-directed drives within us. Any act of love, however—-no matter how
small-lessens anxiety’s grip, gives us a taste of tomorrow, and eases the yoke of
our fears. Love, unlike virtue, is not its own reward. The reward of love is peace
of mind, and peace of mind is the end of man’s desiring.

Let us be mindful to reset our algorithms with inputs of forgiveness, love, and
empathy. For what we put in is what we get in return. Let us reset for the sake
of others. And, importantly, let us reset for the sake of ourselves.
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The Campaign Feasibility Committee: Frequently Asked Questions

As Westminster explores the possibility of a capital campaign, many insightful
questions have emerged from members. This FAQ gathers those questions and
provides clear, concise answers to help the congregation understand the purpose,
priorities, and impact of the proposed projects.

Q: If approved, what would a capital campaign fund?
A: We are exploring the following major priorities:
- Expansion of the Westminster Weekday School (“WWS”)
- Office relocation and improvements
- Facility refreshes in key gathering and hospitality areas
- Construction of a chapel for smaller worship services and spiritual formation
- A10% tithe to a designated Witness & Service partner (or partners)

Q: When was our last capital campaign?

A: “A Place for Everyone” was conducted in 2007, 19 years ago, and raised $5.6M to
support the expansion of our Sanctuary.

Q: Has the Session approved a capital campaign?

A: No. The Session has approved the formation of a Campaign Feasibility Committee
and the completion of a feasibility study to determine if a campaign is feasible and,
if so, which of the above priorities would be included. We are working with Armstrong
McGuire to conduct conversations and solicit surveys to determine the interest
of the congregation in a campaign and the specific projects proposed. Armstrong
McGuire will present a report to the Campaign Feasibility Committee that will include
a recommended capital campaign goal and a summary of the priorities that the
congregation believes are most important. In May 2026, the committee will make a
recommendation to the Session based on the report from Armstrong McGuire.

Q: What if we cannot raise the full amount — currently estimated at $13M?

A: This amount reflects the combined cost of the suggested projects and is not yet
a campaign goal. The feasibility study will help our partners at Armstrong McGuire
determine our capacity as a congregation to engage in a capital campaign. Should a
campaign be considered feasible, they will work with us to recommend a viable goal
and a campaign that aligns with the priorities of the congregation. The final goal and
scope of the campaign will be officially set by the Session and may not include every
item on the proposed project list.

Q: How will the 10% mission tithe be used?

A: Westminster has a tradition of tithing 10% of overall campaign costs to support
transformational Witness & Service projects, and we intend to do so if the way is
clear for a capital campaign in 2026. The tithe will support outreach efforts beyond
WPC’s existing annual commitments. The Witness & Service Committee will make a
recommendation to the Session regarding the investment of the 10% tithe. Ultimately,
the Session will approve both the tithe partner(s) and project(s).

Q: Will WPC take on debt to complete the project?

A: Westminster does not currently hold debt. Whether Westminster takes on debt in a
campaign like this depends on final costs associated with a campaign and the amount
pledged from the congregation. It is not the desire of Westminster's Session to take on
significant debt.

Q: Is WPC financially stable enough to take on a capital campaign?

A: Yes. WPC maintains a strong financial position, healthy reserves, and a history of
successful stewardship in past campaigns. The current endowment is $1.45M. At
present, funds from the endowment are not used for facilities or for maintenance of
our campus.

Q: How do the proposed projects respond to WPC’s changing demographics?

A: The church has experienced significant growth across all age demographics,
particularly among young families. The proposed facilities address this shift by
expanding program capacity and improving ministry spaces.

Q: If approved, how long will the campaign last?

A: The campaign will include a preparation phase, a leadership gifts phase, a
congregational phase, and a concluding celebration. We won't know the duration of
the campaign until the feasibility stage is complete and the Session has determined
the scope for the proposed campaign. During the feasibility stage we are asking
familigs about their preference between a three- and five-year campaign pledge
period.

Q: Will the annual stewardship campaign continue during the capital campaign?

A: Yes. Pledges and annual giving support our ongoing ministry and operations and
will remain essential during a campaign. Gifts to the capital campaign are above and
beyond annual pledging.
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The Chapel — Purpose, Use, and Design

Q: How often will the chapel be used?

A: The chapel will be used for intimate services, including small weddings and funerals.
It will also be used by other ministries in the church, such as WPCYG, WPC Kids, WWS
and other groups.

Q: What will the chapel look and feel like?

A: Because we are early in the feasibility study, the interior look and feel has not yet
been determined. If the way is clear for a campaign, renderings will be developed and
shared with the congregation.

Q: What is the proposed seating capacity of the chapel and location?

A: The current plan anticipates the capacity of a chapel at 150-200 seats. If selected as
a priority for the campaign, the chapel would be located adjacent to the Fellowship
Hall. Construction would cut into a small portion of both the interior and exterior of the
Fellowship Hall and between seven and eight parking spaces from adjacent lots would
be affected.

The Expansion of the Westminster Weekday School (“WWS”)

Q: How many additional students will the expanded Weekday School serve?

A: The proposed expansion would add 64 new spaces (seven new classes), helping
reduce the current waitlist of over 600 children.

Q: How many WWS families are also church members?
A: Roughly 40% of WWS families are Westminster members.

Q: Will WWS extend its hours or increase staffing?

A: WWS will not modify its operational hours. Given the anticipated enrollment
growth based on the expansion of the school, we do anticipate adding WWS staff.
The Campaign Feasibility Committee is focused on gathering and communicating
feedback, but it does not oversee the daily operations of the Weekday School. Any
guestions regarding operational matters can be shared with the WWS Committee.

Q: What would happen to WWS during construction?

A: WWS classes on the Mezzanine level will relocate during construction. WWS will
continue operations without interruption. The project involves reconstructing the
Mezzanine, building an additional level on top of it, and renovating the fourth floor to
serve as new classroom space.

Q: Is WWS financially self-sustaining?

A: Yes. The school operates with a surplus and its financial positions are strong. The
school does not pay rent to the church.

Q: Is WWS a separate 501(c)3 or a part of Westminster?
A: The Weekday School is a vital ministry of the church. It is not a separate 501(c)3.

Facilities, Parking, and Space Utilization

Q: Will this project impact parking?
A: This proposed campaign will not address additional parking needs. If a chapel is
added, it would require the loss of seven-to-eight parking spaces.

Q: Could reconfiguring current spaces meet the church’s needs without building
new space?

A: During due diligence, a facility use assessment revealed that most areas within the
church are regularly occupied by various ministries and community events. Present
evaluations indicate that significant ministries — such as WWS, WPCYG, It's Elementary,
and daily staff operations — either lack adequate space or operate in outdated
facilities. Simply reconfiguring existing spaces will not address the church’s long-term
growth projections.

Visuals, Renderings, and Project Details

Q: When will architectural drawings be available?

A: Drawings and renderings will be shared once the architects complete the next
phase of design. That process will start once we know we have support for the projects.

Q: How will the offices be reconfigured?

A: Offices would be consolidated and moved to create a collaborative workflow near
the current W. Augusta Place entrance (presently the “main office”). The Children’s
Church room and Family Lounge would be relocated to a space adjacent to the Atrium,
creating both accessibility and proximity to the Sanctuary.

Q: What specific spaces will be refreshed or renovated?

A: Updates are planned for the Youth Suite, the Friendship Court, restrooms, offices,
and gathering spaces. These spaces were frequently described as outdated or not
reflective of WPC’s warmth or hospitality.
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A: WWS will not modify its operational hours. Given the anticipated enrollment
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A SEASON OF DISCERNMENT

The Session has appointed a Capital
Campaign Feasibility Committee
that would like to hear from you!
Westminster members are invited
to attend one of the following Town
Hall gatherings in the Fellowship Hall:

« Sunday, March 15, 12:30-2p

GIVING TO WPC

Did you know that you can fulfill your
pledge or give an unpledged gift to
Westminster online? Your gift helps
our church keep faith with community
partners and maintain excellence
in our programming. To learm more
about online giving, or to make a gift,
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follow the prompts by using the new

» Sunday, March 22, 3:00-4:30p
Harbinger Hub QR code.

You can register for a Town Hall
gathering and read the Case for
Support in the Harbinger Hub QR
code.

Adult Sunday School

Jesus' Final Days and His First:

Holy Week and the Days after the Resurrection
Led by Leigh Stuckey

Room 209 and Streaming

In preparation for the Easter Season, this lecture-style class will embark on
a study of various events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion and following his
resurrection. Texts include the death of Lazarus, the triumphal entries, Jesus’
anointing and Judas’s betrayal, the preaching women at the tomb, “doubting”
Thomas, and the day at the seashore.

Discussion Sunday School Class:
Led by Molly Rubin - 3/15
Room 211

Join us each week for a discussion-based Sunday School class to dive into a
weekly topic and scripture passage. All are welcome to join us on a journey
of faith and fellowship - come every week or come when you can. Topics
change every week, and the class is facilitated by rotating members. Past
topics include online influencers, the rise of Al, the disappearance of Nancy
Guthrie and the Buddhist walk for peace.

Varieties of Religious Worship:

An In-Person, Immersive Class exploring and reflecting on various
worshipping communities in Greenville.

Led by John MacCarthy

March 15 Only in Room 212 (field trips following)

This course will examine, and experience first-hand, a variety of different
worship traditions. Following an introduction to the course on March 15,
participants will attend Jewish, Greek Orthodox, Catholic, Muslim, and Baptist
services. We will meet for lunch following each service to share our thoughts on
each experience. The first class will provide an overview of the denominations
to be visited that will include a discussion of both their history and their beliefs.
The last class will be a group discussion on what we have learned from our
experience.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We're excited to share that this year's Vacation Bible School, Compassion
Camp: What Every Living Thing Needs, will be held June 8-12,2026.It's going to
be a meaningful week of fun and learning as we explore what all living things
need and how we can have compassion for the living earth.

We're looking for adult and youth volunteers to help with teaching, crafts,
games, snacks, and group leadership. Whether you can serve all week orjust a
few days, your time and gifts will make a lasting impact on our children. Simply
fill out the volunteer interest form located in the Harbinger Hub QR code, and
someone from the Children's Ministry will be in touch.

Registration for children will open in late March, and the number of children
we can welcome will be based on the number of adult volunteers we have
in place. Join us in making this year’s VBS a joyful and compassion-filled
experience for everyonel

Our Vision:

Open minds open hearts.

Our Pillars:
Hospitality
Generosity

Justice

Imagination

Joy

Our Goals:
Connect
Serve

Grow
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